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NOTE. 


Tho estimated cost of the preparation of this Inteiiia Report 
find of the Volume (published separately) of Memoranda ^uid 
Oral Evidence (iacludin^ the expenses of the Royal Commis¬ 
sion) is £1,550 l'3a., of which £95 13fi. represents the estimated 
coat of printing and publishing of this Interim Report. 















THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 


: aEORGK H I. ■ 

GBaRoe.'THR PijTO, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 
Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas King, 
Defender of the Faith, to 

Onr Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin and Counsellor 
Edgar Vincent, Viseownt D'Abemon, Knight Grand Cross of 
Our Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross 
of Our Moet Distinguished Qrder'of*. Saint Michael aud Saint 
George: f« 

Onr Triiflty and WeJI-bekiTed : “ 

Evan Edward Charteris, Esquire'(commonly called The 
Honourable Evan Edward Chartsrie) one of Our Counsel 
teamed in the Law; 

Sir Thomas Little Heath, Knight Commander of Our 
Most Bonounible Order of the Bath, Knight Commander 
of the Royal Victorian Order; 

Sir Lionel Earle, Knight Commander of Our Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Knight Commander of the 
Royal Victorian Order, Companion of Oiir Most Die- 
tinguislted Order of Saint Michael and Saint George * 

Sir Richard Tetley Glwebrook, Knieht Commander of 
Our Most Honourable Order of tbe Bath, Doctor of Laws; 

Sir George Macdonald, Knight Ciujimandcr of Our Most 
Hotmurable Order of tho' Batli, EflnSfr of Laws, Doctor of 
Literature " 

Sir CourtWira'Thnmyrri^KTMght Cjii^Slnandcr of Our Most 
E^icellent Order of the British Empire, Companion of Our 
Most Honourable Order of the Bath ; 

Sir W'illiam Martin Conway, Knight, Master of Arts, 
Doctor of Literature: 

Sir Henry Alexander Miers, Knight, Doctor of Science; 

.Sir Robert Clermont Witt, Knight, Commander of Our 
Most Excellent Order of fhe British Empire; and 

Arthur Ernest Cowley, Esfjuire, Doctor of Literature, 

Greeting I 

Whereas We have deemed it expediont that a Cornmis* 
sido should forthwith issue 

(1) to enquire into and report on the legal position, organisa¬ 
tion, ^administration, secommodatiou, Jhe structural condition of 
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the buiJdjitgSr and general cost of the itistituiiona coDtaining the 
^^ational collections situate in Londoh and Ediubtirgh^ i 
The British Museum and the Natural History Museum^ the 
National Gallery and the National Galler}' of Britiflh Art (Tata 
OallerjOr the National Portrait Gallery, the Puhlic Record 
OfSee. the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Betbnd Green 
Museum, the Science Museum, the Geological MuBeum^ the 
\VaJlac^ CollectionH the Royal Botanic Gardena^ Kew, the 
London Museum, Ehe Imperial War Museum, the Royal Scot¬ 
tish Biluseum, the National Galleries, Scotland, the Scottif^h 
Museum of Antiquities, the National Library, Scotland, and the 
Record Department of the Registry House, Edinburgh : 

(2) To iiiTestigate the existing conditiona of the varioua 
collections and their growth in former yeara and to report in the 
case of each Institution what is lifiely to be the growth of ita 
collections and what the eonaequcntial inereaso in expenditurQ 
in the nest SO years if the present practice regulating acquisi¬ 
tions remain unaltered : 

(3) To consider in what wajp if any^ expenditure may he 
limited without crippling the educa-tioniil and general uaefulnesa 
of the Institutions, and in particularj having regard to the finan¬ 
cial condition of the country, whether it would be desirable to 
institute a more genera] ay ate m of admission fees : 

(4) To enquire to what extent there is congestion in Museums 
and Galleries and to report whether, if there be such congestion» 
it can be relieved in any other wn,y than by extensive building; 
and in particular whether improvement oould be brought about 
by a redistribution of specimens between different State-supported 
Institutions or by dkposal of specimens which may be either of 
filight importance or in excess of requirements, by way of sale OJ^ 
of gift or loan to provincial Museums aud Galleries and to other 
authorities ^ and in this connoctiori to ascertain the practice 
followed in the case of the chief National Collections abroad : 

(o) To consider wheth^ it is desirable to effect any change 
in the eJEiflting practice of the British Muaeum with regard to its 
reception and preservation of publications under the provisions 
of the Copyright Acts : 

(6) To oonsider whether the existing administrative reapon- 
sibility for the varioua Institutions is ihe moat appropriate under 
modern conditions and whether jt conduces to the most advan¬ 
tageous distributiem and display of the National Treasures and 
to report whether it would be dcsimbic while preserving certain 
defined powers to their Trustees or Directors/to place them all 
under some centnil authority or under different authorities than 
those nt present eontroUing them : 

<7) To report whether the most suitable and sdetitiec 
arrangement of specimens and their allocation to the most 
appropriate Museum or Gallery are in auy way hampered by the 
terms of beuefactors^ beqnests, and if ho whether it would be 
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^spedieut to take steps with a view to a, modidcation of the 
terms of such bequests : 

(S) To make recommcadations geDerally which may suggest 
themselves pertiDerit in the light of the information obtained 
during the course of the Inquiry: 

Now know ye that We, reposing great trust and confidence in 
your knowletlge and ability^ have authorised and appointed, nnd 
do by these Presents authorise and appoint you the said Edgar 
\ incent* Viscount D'Ahemon (Chairman): Evan Edward 
Charter is. Sir Thomas Little Heath, Sir Lionel Earle Sir 
Richard Tetley Gk^ebrook^ Sir George Macdonald, Sir 
Cotirtsuld Thomson, Sir William Martin Conway, Sir Henry 
Alexander Miers, Sir Egbert Clermont Witt and Arthur Ernest 
Cowley to be Our Commissioners for the purposes of the said 
Inquiry : 

And for the better effecting the purpo&ea of this Our Commis¬ 
sion, we do by these Presents give and grant unto yout or any 
three or more of you, full power to call before you such persons 
as you shall judge likely to afford you any infonnation upon the 
subject of this Our CommiBsion; to call for information in 
writing; and also to caU for, have access to'nnd examine all such 
b(X5ks, documents, registers and records as may afford you the 
fullest information on the subject, and to inquire of and concern¬ 
ing the premiHes by all other lawful ways and means what¬ 
soever : 

And Wo do by these Presents authorise and empower you, 
or any two or more of you, to visit and inspect personally such 
places as you may deem it expedient so to inspect for the more 
effectual canying out of the purposes aforesaid ! 

Provided that should you deem it expedient in the execution 
of this Our Commission to vieit places outside Great Britain 
then the powers and privileges herein conferred on any three 
or more of you shalL belong to and be exercised by, any two or 
more of you : 

And We do by these Presents will and ordain that this Our 
Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, and that yon 
Our said Commissioners, or any three or more of yon, may from 
time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every 
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not 
continued from time to time by adjoumment: 

And We do further ordain that you, or any threo or more of 
you, have liberty to report your proceedinga under this Onr 
Commision from time to time if you shall judge it expedient ao 
to do: 

And Our further will and pleasure is that you do, with as 
little delay as possible, report to Ua under your hands and seals, 
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or under the hands or seala of any three or more of you, your 
opinion upon the matters herein submitted for your considera¬ 
tion. 

tiiven at Our Court at Saint Jamea's, the First day of 
One thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven; In the 
Kighteenth Year of Oiir Feign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 

W. JoynsoTi^Hichi. 


Mr. John Beresford, of the Treasury, waa seconded to be the 
Secretary to the Royal Commission, and Mr. J. E. Chambers 
to be Assistant Secretary. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON NATIONAL 
MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES. 


INTERIM REPORT- 

TO THE KING^S MOST EXCEIjIjENT MAJESTT. 

May it pleabis Ydur Majesty, 

1+ Your Majesty 'b Warranty beaiiBg date tli6 first day of 
July, 1927. appointed ns ComnuBfiioners to inquire into, and 
report on, the National Museums and GullerieG. The probleme 
connected with those Institutions were set oat in the Warrant 
itself. Our Terms of Reference are at onea so wide and so 
detailed that our Final Report must inevitably be delayed . 
Meanwhile in the course of our inquiries during the past twelve 
montha it has become clear to us that, in the case of Gome of 
the Institutions with which we are ooticerned* * there are certain 
urgent practical needs : these do not involve any question of 
principle and should be dealt with at the earliest possible daie+ 
We therefore have the honour to lay before Your Majeaty tl^e 
following Interim Report. 

2. Up to the present dale we have held 27 meetings and 
have received evidence, in the form of memoranda or orally, 
fiom the twenty National Institutions named in our Terms of 
Reference, from a large number of representative Societies and 
Tuatitutiona in this country who$e observations we invited 
from foreign Governuietits(’) to whom we forwarded a queGtiou- 
nalre throngfa the Foreign Officet and from a number of private 
individuals*The evidence thus obtained we believe to be of 
guch public imteresi that we have caused the greater part of ii 
to be printed and published in a separate volume, w^hich is 
presented together with this Report, It will be observed that 

^Tho Art WortftM' Guild, AssomtioD of EtluoitioD Committee# (Ed^IkqU), 
AjQDcifttiQD of Eflojf^tioti Authorities (ScotlmndJ, British Af^domy, BHtiaJi 
luatituLo of Adult Educati^u, Brituih Institute of InduatrmJ Art, City 
CorpontlioELp Comr^intiion of Roynl Sfwtkudp E^eabti ond iDdustrtop 

Aasooiition, Fodaration of BritUb Industno^ Impcnal Indtittite, Library 
AsBodatioDr London County Connml, Municipal Corpomtiona AHtooiation, 
JiluiieaiTui Association^ yatiop^ij Ar^ Coltectiona Fund, NatiouaL SIukueu of 
Wales, Academy, Boynl AntbropolcK;ical loatitute. Royal Comniiuiod 

for Eaibibiycm of 10151+ Boyal Hiatarical Sodoty, Boyal SMiaty, Society of 
AntiniHariBai^ Sudoky ConiiiiUie*i Ttiton' ABBOoiatian, Workans^ Edocmtional 
Aflftociatioti. 

* Of AMEritt+ Bul^um, Deiimafli, Frttn-fie+ Germany^ Greece, Italy, Ni^tberlmndi, 
Spain, Sweden, Switz^rlaiid, TTnltra States of America. 

'See, fmt exampld, tti« ktutw from Mr, B, Barenjioii, Dr, M. J. von Pried- 

lander. Dr- S. Eeinach and Profeaaor Venturi. 

• ■ 
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the evidence covers a wide iield and raises questions of policy; 
with these we shall deal in our Final Report. Meanwhile, we 
deem it desirable that all those who are interested in the well¬ 
being of the National Institutions should be in possession of the 
valuable material which we have thus far obtained. 

3. Before dealing with the apeeifiL umtters of pmetical 
urgency, with which this Interim Rej)ort is mainly eoncerued, 
it seems desirable to review generally the situation of the 
National Museums and GallerieH as that situation presents itself 
lo us. 

Range and Splendour of the National Collections. 

^ 4, In our judgment the National Collectiotis named in our 
Ternis of Reference are unrivalled in quality, variety and vaJue. 
W e do not douht that certain branches of art or oertain as|jectH 
of civilisation may be better or more fully illustrated in Fome of 
the Museums or Galleries in the principal cities of Europe or 
of the United States of America. Never!helesa, w^e believe that 
the British CoilectiouB, taken ns a whole, represen ting Bitera- 
ture, Art and Science, cannot be equalled, certainly cannot be 
surpassed, by any Collections in the world either in range or in 
splendour. 

Even from the relatively narrow standpoint of money values 
they represent a great possession. The valuation of literary, 
artistic or scientific objects is a matter of the greatest 
difficulty, and in the case of such objects in private hands 
the prices actually realised in the auction room constantly 
startle, not only the public, but the dealers. Any reliable 
estimate of the National Treasures is, in effect, im|>ossib!e. 
Nevertheless, some idea of money values may be indicated when 
we say that one of the Bmaller London collections alone has 
been estimated by a competent authority to contain treasures 
worth £15,000,000. An estimate of the inexhaustible resources 
of the larger L'cllcctions, of the Britiab Museum, tho National 
Gallery, the Victoria and Albert Museum, must from the nature 
of things be merely speculative, and it would be idle to attempt 
any estimate of the total value of nil the collections. The Elgin 
Marbles to-day are beyond price : a little over a century' agor— 
in 1816—they were purchased from Ijord Elgin, who had ^ved 
them from crumbling and decay on their original site, for 
f36,0(W, Numberless instances ciould be given of the immense 
appreciation to the value of literary or artistic acquisitions, 
whether purchased out of public funds or presented by the host 
of generous benefactors to whose munificence the nation is so 
deeply indebted. 

It may fairly be claimed that no better inve,‘!tment of public 
moneys has ever been made. From the inception of each 
Institution until the present day the total grants in aid of 
purchases and acquisitions^ have, we understand, not exceeded 
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J5,000,000« Not only have tho objects thus acquired increu&ed 
eiiotmonsLy in value, but they have doubtksss played ^nie part 
in attracting the princely gifts of private persons. 

It is tree that the inoney value of the National CoUections is 
of secondary concern, their primary signiiicance being ednoa- 
tional in the widest sense; hut we have thought it right to 
indicate this aspect because we think that aiiy estimate of the 
c oital vvaalthof ^h^mtion which ignores it is iricomplete. 
Ivor [hies^rr"Sc?fn irrelevant to emphasise the nationaJ prestige 
which flows from the possefi^sinu of treasures of incomparable 
magnificence. This factor is fully understood and has been 
made the most of in other countries where the commercial value 
of the visitor is fully uppreLjated. In this country ihe tendency 
has perhaps been too mucli to take the colkctinzis as a matter 
oE course, witlioul any adequate attempt to make the public 
aware of the outstanding quality and diaracter of the national 
I>ossessions. Ill at such possessions should be housed and 
exhibitcil with dignity is of fundamental itii|jortance, and we 
regret thnt in too many cases the cabinet is untvorthy of its 
contents. W’^e deal with certain glaring defects of accommoda¬ 
tion ill this R$[)ort, leaving over general defects for consideration 
in our FinaJ Report. 

The Origin of the National Museums and Galleries. 

5. It may be well to describe briefly hotv Institutions w^hich 
contain collections so remarkable came into l^eing^ The National 
Museums and Galleries have not developed in accordance with 
any pre-conceived plan. Each Institution has c'ome into 
existence to meet some broad need, a need which has generally 
been iinticif>ated by far-sighted individuals long before it was 
recognised as nationaL Indeed, from the earliest beginnings to 
the present day, the high level of excellence aUained baa been 
due as much to the initiative and munificence of private 
{>ersous os to the intervention of the State. 

6, The British Museuui. — ^The first of the National Inst it li- 
tions to be founded was the British Museum which dates its 
statutory beginnlDg to the year 1753. But the rent founders of 
the EritiKb Mtiseiim were an Elizabethan antiquar}-, a Prime 
Minister of Queen Anne^ and a Georgian physician w^ho was also 
I^aident of the Boyal Society. The Collectiong of Sir Robert 
Cotton (1571-1631), of Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford (1661- 
1724)^ and Sir Hans Sbane (1660-1763J formed the basis of the 
MuseuiJi, The magnificent Cottonian colkrtion of maniiKcripts 
in many languages, of coins and of medals, had been presented 
to the nation by Sir Robert Cotton's grandson in 1700, but it was 
not till 1753 that the Pelham Administration made due provision 
by Act of Parliament (26 Geo. II. cap. 22) for its maintenancer 
At the same time opportunity was is ken to purchase for ±10,000 
the vast collection of manuscripts^ charters and deeds which 
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had been Hceumulated by HarJey and auppkinented by hia son.O 
The hna] impitlae, however, to action by the Government -waB 
the will of Sir Hans Sloane, who hod succeeded Sir Isaac 
Newton as President of the Royal Society in 1727, Sir Ha tie 
Sloane in the course of his long life had devoted himself to the 
formation of a Museum containing objects of urt (“J and curiosities 
of all kinds, together with nun i her less Natural History specimens, 
which it was his wish shot]Id be kept together. For this purpose 
be desired bis Trustees to apply to Parliament to pay the sum of 
£20,000 for the purchase of his Collection, The Collection iif 
fact, as the Act itself points out, was even then '* of much 
greater intrinsic value than the sum of £20,000," Horace 
Walpole W'as one of Sir Hans Sloane's Trustecfi. and in a typical 
letter to Sir Horace Mann, dated from Arlington Stra:t, 
February It, 17i>3, he thus refers to the famous Collection ;— 

You will scarce guess how I employ my time; chiefly 
at present in the guardianship of embryos and cockle shells. 
Sir Hans Sloane is dead, and has made me one of the 
trustees to bis museum, which is to be offerod for twenty 
thousand pounds to the Ring, the Parliament, the Royal 
.Ycademies of Petereburgh, Berlin, Paris and Madrid. He 
valued it at four score thousand; and so would snybodv w'ho 
loaves hippopotamuses, sharks with one ear, and spiders as 
big us geese J It is a rsnt.charge, to keep the foetuses in 
spirits. You may believe that those who think money the 
most valuable of all curiosities, will not be purchasers. The 
King has excused himself, saying he did not believe that 
there are twenty thousand pounds in the Treasury. We are 
a charming wise ^t, alt philosophers, botanists, antiquarians, 
and mathematicians; and adjourned our first meeting, 
because Lord Afacclesfield, our chairman, was engaged to 
party for finding out the longitude. One of our number is a 
Moravian, who si^a himself Henry XXVIlI, Count de 
Reus. Tlie Moravians have settled a. colony at Chelsea, in 
Sir Hans's neighbourhood, and I believe he intended to beg 
Count Henry XXVIIIth's skeleton for his Museum." 

The Act of 1753 provided for the appointment of Trustees to 
have charge of the Cottonian, Harleian and Sloane Collections 
thus secured, together with such other collectiona and libraries 
as they should acquire, " which several CoUections, Additions, 
and Library, so rsccived into the General Repository, shall re¬ 
main and be preserved therein for Pnblic Use to nil 'Posterity " 
Among the famous libraries subsequently secured, special mention 


*T1iw traasi^liDn wu idmIlv by thv approbstioa njirltv'i 

»Tiiitoi» to tbs iroat aaniveTOiiT eihibttion oi Dam'- dravrinsa tmi 
eagnT]pg« at Ih* Bnti^ SfuwaTQ will hare appreelated tbair debt to Sir 

tilbe 
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should be made of the Roysil Liibraxy largely brought together 
by l^ritice Hemy, the elder brother of Charles iuereased by 
later Kioga and presetited to the Matioii by George 11 in 1757; 
of George Ill's Library acquired from his boHi George IV; and 
of Thomas Grenvills'a Library Wquealhed in 1847. In order to 
dnauce the ptirehaee of the Sloaoe and Harleiau Collect ions > to 
furulBh the General Repository and to maintain it. a enm of 
£^OOtOPO was raised by pubhe lottery,. The prizt^s ranged from 
£l0p00b to £10. ThuSp by an eujjgbtoned decision—albeit by a 
financial method which has long since been abandoned—the 
Pelham Government completed the kihours of three great private 
collecfcore, and an Lnstitution was founded which has probably 
done more for research, for the advancement of learning, for the 
study of civilisations and of science^ than any other single Insti¬ 
tution of its kind at present existing in the world. It is note¬ 
worthy that this task was accomplidied by the Government of 
the day at a time of financial stringency only fiva years after 
the exhausting War of the Austrian SucceBaion, Indeed in 1748 
a distingnished member of the Administration had given expres¬ 
sion to the age-long lament that the cotintry was not far distant 
from bankruptcypC) 

T. The British Museum ol Halural History, —From 1753 to 
1880 the Natural Ilietorj- Collections of the British Museum re¬ 
mained at Bloomsbury under the same roof m the Collections 
illustrating the history of civihBation. Considerably prior to 
1880, however, there’had been a movement in the scientific 
world in favour of giving the Natural History Rfuseurti an inde¬ 
pendent existence, (") In 1858, the year before the publication of 
The Origin of Spede^f Darwin wTote to Sir joaepb Hooker that 
he could eee many advantages in withdrawing Natural Science 
from the unmotheriy wing of Art and Archseology/" but he 
thought tha contempt for and ignorance of Natural Science " 
SO profound among the gentry of England " that it would he 
unwise to try and let Science stand a]one. The Trustees of the 
British Museum first proposed the removal erf the Natural fUetory 
CollectionSp which still remain under their administration, to 
South Nensington in 1860- But the Bill authorising this pro¬ 
posal was rejected in 166'2. The erection of the new Museum 
was, nevertheless, Isegun in 1873, and an Act authorising the 
removal of the Collections was passed in 1678. The building w^as 
completed in 1880. 

* A oompeudioa* accoupl of tbfl origin of tfaq Brituih is givon in the 

Act of Parliament 26 O*o. IL cap, 22. also EtiwardV Livt* 

Found^rf, 1670-1670, 3 Tola. 1870. The Wal^la l^itler qnEited will W foaad 
on pp. 142-149, ToLin., of the Figcl Toyobc* ed!t]oii of 
Tho momhei of chc Adminietmtioii. who wnt 51 ltd with eoeb nKstanchcIj 
faFabodinga in tT48 wu the Duke of Bedford. The tnGmomndum (printed 
irith tbo Bridencs] aubmltted br 8[r Frederio KenyoHj oa behalf of the 
Trufltoea, In aoBWCrrio tho CciinmiMicn^a queeiLonnaire gives a coniprebejidirc 
iorrey of thf^ Mnaenm'a or{;a.niiiation and character. 

' QL the reconuncnditioDfi contained in the Report of the Eoyot Commiaioii 
on Bdaoco, 1874. 




rhe object of the Noturul History Collections was and is to 
prei^nt u canapectus, arranged mainly on a systematic basis, of 
I lie realms of nature, :itid to provide muterials for the study of 
the whole natural world, including the kingdoms of Zoology, of 
Botany, of Geology and Minerabgy.O) In two of its depart¬ 
ments, namely in the Department of Geology and in the Uejiart- 
meut of Botany, the Natural History Museum partially compre¬ 
hends fields of enquiry covered by the ttnv 0 / the Geohgkal 
Surrey end by the lioyal liotunie Gardetw^ Keu:, In the case of 
tieology the spheres of the two Museums are perfectly distinct. 

8. The Museum of Practical Gaology,— The Geological 
Museum develojied as the laboratory and exhibition of the Geolo¬ 
gical Sun^ey of Great Britain, which was firat set on foot in 1832. 
A place is nscessarj' where the specimens collected in the field 
by the officers of the Survey can be arranged and studied, and 
where facilities exist for the comparison of specimens from 
different lucalities, The Museum illustrates in the main the 
stratigraphy and mineral resources of the British Isles, whereas 
the [luEieontologicaL oollections of the Natural History Museum 
are biologically arranged so as to IJIuslratG the evolution of all 
forms of life in ail parts of the world. Moreover, the Geological 
fiuney and Museum are designed to assist the practical applica¬ 
tions of geology to uiodern industry. The existing building was 
ojieued in the year 1851 by that great institutor and patron of 
Museums, the Princa Consort,!’) 


!>. The Royal Botanic Qaidens, Eew. —The beginnings nf 
the Eoyal Botanic Gardens. Kew, go back to the middle of the 
eighteenth centuiy, the original founder being Princess Augusta, 
the widow' of Frederick, Prince of Wales. Under the guidance 
of the Earl of Bute—Prime Minister and botanist—a Botanic 
Garden of some nine acres was started in the vicinity of Kew 
House. Princess Augusta's son, George ITT, assisted by Sir 
Joseph Baiikes, furtlier developed the Gairlens, which, however, 
languished after their death. It was not until 1840. following 
on the Bepori of r Committee appointed by the Treasury to 
inquire into the management of the Itoyal Gardens, that Kew 


' The inralDeble momoratidutD of the tteral Society Rtthniitled io lenlv te 
the ConiiDWflOD’a letter give* * a eempeodions kpontion of the fnoctioiu of the 
Netonl Hinter}-sad other Science Mnieutnet see Appeodu I of this Bqport 
For M. detjuled dencription of the NstnnI Historj Mniwani ae» the 
^hbtiyd with the Rvidcace) submitted by the Dirwtor, Aft. C. Tote Bemu 
F.R.S., on faehell of the Tmeti^. In s Memene] to the Cbaueell'or of the 
Exchequer in 185S, irigued by more tlmu ]30 eminent «cJentigt«, it ’ves retire 
HO ted " thst sa the chief end snd aim of STslnral History Js to deuonitrnte ib^ 
hirniony which penrades the whole, and the unity of principle, which liMwahl 
the unity of the OMsUve Cause, it is eaeentiel that the different elmwa of 

„ ^*52 * 9 ?"''' “ in JnxtswHitien ooder the roof of one cieat 

hudding, (PlirhimeDlAry Returu. No, 456, Semion of 10^,) ^ 

* S« the s^oul ^ the origin ud development of the Museum of Pmotiesl 
lb Sir J. Flett a memoraDiiuni, snhmitted by tha Dewtment of 
^enhflt and IndiMtnal Heeemroh, in reply to the Royal C^mimion's 

report* of the Bell Committee, 19I1-J2. fCd 6(526 
ajifi vu- *- 
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made into a National Institution supported out of public 
funds. That Report at pains to point out that the 

"" wealthiest and most civilised country in Europe offers the only 
European example of the want of one of the first proofs of w^’ealth 
:iud civilisation, Tliere are iiuiny Gardens in the British 
(^olouies and DependeriieieB . ^ ^ iheir utility is much dimin- 

jsited hy the want of some system under which they could 
all be reffuhitet] and controlled , ~ - and yet they are capable 
of conferring very iin|H>rtatit benefits on commerce* * and of con- 
ducing essentially to Colonial prosperity , . . A National Botanic 
Garden would be the centre around w^hieh all these lesser estab¬ 
lishments should be arranged/^ Broadly> it may be said that 
Ki?W' is devoted in the first instance to Imperial and economic 
interests and research, while the Jiepartment of Botany in the 
Natural History Miiaeini] is concerned mainly with research in 
pure sciencep and specially wdth the study uf tlie flora of Europe 
and other parts of the world which aire not dealt with hy Rew.(') 
The frontiers of study in tlve case of tlie two Herbaria, however, 
jire not very clearly dofined. 

10. The National G-allery. —Tbree^HnarierB of a centLiry passed 
after the foundation of the Britisli Museum in 1753 before the 
next of the great artistic Institutions came into being. The 
effective founders of the National Gallery wTCre the landscape 
painter and patron of Art* fc>ir George Beaumont, King George IV 
and Lord Liverpool. Sir George Beauinont was the intimate 
friend of Sir Joshua Reynolds, of Coleridge* of Wordsworth cmd 
Sir Walter Scott. Scotty indeed* tbmight Beaumont '' an ex- 
quieite painter *'(“> and to the disciple of Wordsworth his paint¬ 
ings lire interesting na having afforded inspiration to some 
memorable poenis. Writing in 1827, Haydon said: “ Painting 
was his great delight. lie talked of nothing else* and would 
willingly have done nothing else. Hia ambition was to connect 
himself ^vith the Art of the country* and he has done it forever. 
For* although Angersteiirs pictures were a great temptation* yet 
without Sir George Beauinont's offer of his own collection, it is 
a question if they would have been purchased. He is justly 
entitled to he considered as the founder of the National 
Gallery/'D 

Sir George Beaumont had offered bis collectiun of Old MaaterB 
to the British Museum in 1823, hut the offer had been declined 


^ Fot 411 4 <!conat of tto origin of Kew we the Joxirnal of tKe Royal 
of Acta, D«i?inber 2B* Yol. LXXll, Addce» by the Director, Eh-, A. W. 
Hill, F.RjS. The Iqiirtion of the Oepirtmcot of BetHJT nt thB Kalttrtl 
Hiitory MiiKum h dmlt witb in the iDemomEiduin hy Eh, A, B. Rendle^ F3.S., 
pablLubed with the eTidEnce, nnd th^ fnnetioni of Hew in tbo memortJiduni uid 
evidence of the Director (m® ai reg»Ma tlie Flerhcjinni, Qcefttioiii 24fi-2&0j. 

* SwtFn i/oMniai, JanuiiTy 18’274 

* if€ffiorifo/t if/ by Pmlwsor W, Knight, Vol. L P- niTii-niEi. 
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for want of a place to put Jt The Deed for a National 

Gallery was first ventilated in the debate in tlie House of 
Commotifl OD July 1833^ vyhen reference was niade^ not only 
to the offer of Sir George Beaumont, hut to the fact that the 
Angerstoin Collection of pictures would be sold in the courae of 
the nest year. In tlje BAiue debate it was pointed out that 
" for a country of such inordiimte wealth and power as this to 
be without a Gallery of Art w^ae a national reproach/"(*) Subse¬ 
quently* I 1824, the House of Ctommons voted the 

sum of for the purchase an,d preaervatbn of the Anger- 

stem Collection, In the course of the debate on the resolution 
for the vote the Paymaator-Genenih Sir Charles Long, stated 
that the Angerstein pictures hiid been selected by the judgment 
of Sir Thomas r4iwienM, “and apiwarcd, on inspection, so 
exquisite to Hie Majesty, that he it waa who had first suggceteil 
the propriety of purehasing them for the nation,;* The name 
of the Prime Minister of the day, Lord Liverpool, has hitherto 
been mainly identified with the far-aiglited action of the Govern¬ 
ment m deciding to found a National Gallery in the difficult 
times following on the close of the Napoleonic Wars. It would 
seem however* that posterity is indebted to King George PV 
well as to his first Minister. C) The donation of Sir George 
Beaumont, who in 1824 had been made a Trustee of the new!?, 
founded GfllJerj, lock offect in 1026 and included mnsterpiece* 
by Kenibnwidt, by Bubens, by Claude and by WiUon.C*) Aa 
llie result of a senes pf great gifts aud prudent purchases tbe 
reputation of the National Gallery Las continuously increased. 

^ s loDg ago as 1880, Buskin expressed tbe opinion that the 
Gallery was, ^nthout question, now the moat important coUeo- 
tion of pamtjngB in Europe for the purposes of the nenerRl 

studied in Florence, the Dutch in Holland, and the Roman in 
i^me : but to obWun a clear knowledge of their relations to each 

tS, tK tbe characters in 

wlucMhey severally excel, the thoughtful scholars of any foreien 

wuntry oj^ht now to become pilgrims to tbe Domo-fsuch as 
It is)—of Trafalgar Square. ^tsuen as 

Victor^ and Albert Museum,— The Victoria and 
Albert Knseum. the third of the great artistic Institutions to be 

* ^ Silf CliKrIqfl m in thA TTAtina n 

on Joly Ist, lS2Sr ParUameniaty D^h(t£€*, To!. IX fia23> d 

pAymutoT^Gcneral. He woi minje t Trustee of the nr yeara 

^ .iiHt Hfelr 

C. H. CSolIina Blfci-t, p. fl-B, ^ Hotine# and 

‘ 0« Bakin'. p«f«» to K, T. Cook's 
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fomided, (Jates eiiatetice from September 6, lti53, when n 
was opened to the public as a ” Mueeum of Ornamental Art " 
at Marlborough House. The need for ench a Museum had long 
been foreseen. In 18^6 ihe Select Committee of the House of 
Commons on Arts and their connexion with ManufjU'tures Jiad 
reported on the want of instruction in design among the “ in* 
dustriouE population/' and on the absence of public and freelv 
open galleries containing approved specimens of art. The Com¬ 
mittee pointed out Siat in many despotic countries ‘‘ far more 
development has been given to genius, and greater encouragement 
to mduslry, by a more liberal diffusion cf tbe enlightening in¬ 
fluence of the Arts. Yet, to us, a peculiarly manufacturing nation, 
tbe conneJtion between art and manufactures is most important* 
and for this merely economical reason (were there no higher 
motive), it equally im[x>rta ua to encourage Art in its loftier 
attributes; since it is admitted that the cultivation of the more 
exalted branches of design tends to advance the hurnblest pumuits 
of industry, white the connexion of art with manufacture has 
often developed the genius of the greatest masters in design."(') 
Following OQ the Ite|>ort of tbe Committee, a Normal Scbnol of 
Design was estoblished in 1837, md in ie&2. contemporaaeoualy 
With the eatabliahment of the Museum, a Department of Practical 
-Art was created. It was from this Department, enlarged by a 
Science Division in tlie following year, that the Board of Educa¬ 
tion IS partly descended. In 1657 tbe Museum was accommo¬ 
dated in a new building erected for it at South Kensington, and 
was opened by Queen Victoria on June 22 of that ye^. ’ 
present building was completed in 1900.(^ Us contents, as in 
the case of the other National Institutions, include countless 
gifts and bwiuests ranging from individual objects of raro beauty 
to the wonderful oollectiou bequeathed by Mr. George Salting ^ 


^ The Select CpaamittceV B^portj l^G, p n\ 

■>?. ■»< 

tb^t tfa« ii»e«<LT 7 fundi {£8M,000) v,8« voted ia Mn^h, 1898 

for toe buildjLfl of toejimiMt Viotoni and Albert ilnieniii, togotoer with toe 
aoir buildings for th* ^Uege of 0ctfln« in tbe Imp«j*lTt«tittit^^d 

now the Collugo of and TBchnology. Tba 

aa latonin ^porl oa tho Miiy 1887. It wu ia this Report toit”£ 
enndouiu^ the promiaouoiu and uiwatiafoctoiT baildiain hoa»mv toe 

followi'^ Kaaaington site. ^ta. 13 of that Ito^rt 

“ Thu» n^itj of prodding building# mitahlo for tbe rtbihitian of 
too obMte of Art and ^lenoe eollrcted at South Eenmnoton hu hJu 
long under the eoimderation of eaoeeMive GoToramenta.^'^r Co™i^ 

before thrC.# of ^ 

tbeir ^ory atmag opinion that po/n^^t 
building for the sdequato ^mmodatSon of tbe colJ«tioiii at Ion to 
Kentiogtoii Mq^nm tooold bo proceeded with witbont delov Tb« are 
of opiniOD that it wjl] bo m aource of anvo dboredit to the ooomnTf^ 

ro f tho»abioot of oomndeStioa ir 

Govo^mopt tor yean, ud of eodloia ftl^r^^poIlde^« iMw^a tK 

DcpftrttncnU codc^cdod, i« aoy lodgec delAjad/' i.dQ 
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The foundation of the Aluseujii whb the tangible outcome of 
ii reftctioti Hgaiuijt some of the results of the ludustrial Revolu- 
lion. Ak the memorandum submitted to us by the Britisii losU- 
tute of ludustiial Art points out, " ttie great mechaoica) 
inveutioiiE of the latter piut of the eighteenth and early iiiue- 
teenth eeiituries Jiad snapped the thread of the old craft 
traditions, and the succeeding period was (aud still remains) one 
of iortistic anarchy which showed itself in a gradual deterjoration 
in all forma of industrial art. ’ The final impulse to the creation 
of the MiiiseuiQ was the great 1851 Exhibition of the Industry of 
ill! .Nations. 


.lust as the British Museujji had. in effect, grow'n up to meet 
the needs of tlie Learned and the Ctiriousf’)—the Poet Gmy and 
Horace Wuljiolc had been among the first scholars to ulili'se its 
resources, w'hile to Boswell it was “ that iiohic Itepository "(^i— 
so the Victoria and *\ll>ert Museum came into being to bring Art 
into contact with common life, and to inspire and educate the 
manufacturer, the craftsiiian and the wayfaring inan,('f 

1‘2. Tbs Science Museum,— The Science Museum originated 
contemporaneously with the Department of Sdcnce and An in 
1852-1853, but it was not until the removal of the Department 
from Marlborough House to the South Kensington site in 1857 
that the real existence of the Science Museum began. The 
Scieuce Collections were, however, developed much more slowly 
than the Art Collections, tind for the greater part of half a 
oentuiy the Mnseum formed the subject of endless Committees 
of Inquiry. (*) ” We need not enlarge.” says the Beport of one 
of these Committees, that of 1884, " on the desirability that such 
a country as Great Britain should possess a thozoughiv good and 
complete national collection of Scientific nud Technical ohjects, 
any more than that it should possess a Museum of objects of Art 
or of Natiinil History-. When it is considered bow much the 
prosiienty of the nation is bound up with industrial enterpriBes 
and occupations, and how largely these depend for their success 
on practical applications of Science, it needs no elaborate reason- 
ing to prove that the public exhibition of well selected and 
judiciously arranged Scientific and Technical Collections, par¬ 
ticularly when used in connexion w-ith efficient courses of 
instruction, justifies its cost.” Finally, ^ s^ result of the Report 
of the Departmental Committee presided over by Sir Hugh Bell 
in 1911-12, a comprehensive acbeme for the development of the 


' ihst tb* M««Din wu 

also intiadcd ^ for thoGtnenl Use ud BiueSt of tbe Fablic " 

*«(» Gray * Liiiv*. Vol. II.-p. 83-^6 (Tnor's Edittgq) ; Wslpcla', LtUfrM 

induce of the Director, Mr. B. R. D. MiieU«o, C.B.E *^'’“** - 
< Noublj in the yeluw tSM, 1874,1881, 1884,1888.1^, 1811-12. 
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Museum was eA'olv^d. According to this schema the Museum will 
extend in three inatu blocks from Exhibition Road to Queen's 
Giite; towards the cost of the whole the Itoynl OonimiBsiuu for 
the Exhibition of 1851 h^ve promised a donntion of i-100p(XJO. 
A new chapter in the history of the Mnseiini bcgnti when tlie 
Eastern DIock, the first {:Kirtion of the complete scheme p was 
opened by Your ^fajesty in March of ilic present year. Never 
before has it been possible to see in a proper setting the iUua^ 
tratious of Applied Science, the marvellous and ever-changing 
stream of inventions in Meebaniealp Marine and Electrical 
Engineering, in Mining and Metallurgy, in Building Conatme- 
tion^ in Physics and in Chemistry. Since the ot>eJiing of 
the new w^ing it is noteworthy that the monthly a I tendances of 
the pubUc have more than doubled. 

13. The National Portrait Gallery. ^—In 1856 Bpeoialisation in 

the development of the artistic Institutions was carried a stage 
further by the creation of tlie National Portrait Gallery, jta 
original title being the British Historical Portrait Gallery. Not 
for forty years, however, was a permaiieulj home provided for tl^e 
Gallery on its present site next the National Gallery. Meanwliile 
the portraits forlornly immed from George StreetWestminster, 
to South Kensington, and from South Kensingtoii to Bethnal 
Green, Finally in 1889 Mr. W. H. Alexander made an offer to 
the Governmetit to build a National Portrait Gallery at bis ow^n 
expense. The building cost ^* *96,000^ of wdsich sum Mr. 
.Alexander provided It waj; opened to the public on 

April 4, 18U6. 

14, The Bethnal Green Museum.— The Bethnal Green 
Museum is, in effect, on extension of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in the East End of Liondqn, When the old iron build¬ 
ings which haused fiome of the eoUections at South Kensington 
were being replaced by the more permanent buildingH in the 
18f50'e* it was proposed tJiat the diecarded iron buildings should 
be divided into three parts anil ehould be gjfered to the local 
authorities in the north, east and south of Loudon in order to 
assist in iJie fonimtion of District Miiseums, Neither Finsbury 
nor Tower Hamlets show^ed any enthusiasm for the offer. 
Bethnal Green was more enlightened : a Committee arranged 
for the purchase of four and a half acres of land held under a 
charity dating from the reign of Charles II. Upon this site was 
placed the Bethnal Green Museum. It was opened on June 24, 
1B72, by Queen Victoria. In addition to objects of art, the 


* Thft figure of pohLk itt«ddaiM3*i jit tbs Soieiux Miuaudi for tha twqlTi 
laoDtlu of Tsit yeM wu 700 , 000 . 

* See tbe Eiicl«iire of tbo Director, Mr, H. M. and tha 

Portrait Gaiitry r £ijrt, Introdth^Uon, p. ii. 




20 


Museum contains the Animal Products Collection which 
tiret formed for the Great Enhibitiori of 1851-{*) 

15. The Tate Gallery (The National Gallery of British Art). — 
III iSSy. Sir Uemy (then Mr.> Tate offered to present to the 
nadcD his collection of mc^erti British pictures* It was at firfit 
proposed by the Treasury that this collection should be housed 
in one of the e^cisting exhibition bulldingB al South KeDBington^ 
wherej by the Sbeepehanks BequosM^) of 1857, followed shortly 
afterwords by other notable bequests of pictnras, a Gallery of 
British Art w-as alreiady in existence. The plfln of housing these 
pictures nt South Kensington did not commend itself to Mr, 
Tate; his idea was that a separate Gallery' should be provided 
" in w'hich to place the works of the beat masters of modem 
British Art—thus folio wing the example of the French Govern¬ 
ment, which hag the Iiuxembourg in which to exhibit the beat 
works of modern French artists and which is recognised as one 
of the most popular galleries in Europe."' Subsequently he ap¬ 
proached Mr. Gc^cben^ then Chancellor of the Exchequer + with 
an offer to erect at hh own expense a Gallery' of British Art, hie 
own collection to fnrm a nucleus for a permanent exhibition of 
modern British paintings. In 1893 the present site at Mill- 
batik was given by the Government * c^t^d upon it Sir Henry 
Tate at great cost built the first seven galleries of the noble 
stmeture named after him. In 1910 the Turner Wingi pro’vided 
by the generosity of the late Sir Joseph Duveen was opened. 
Subsequently, the need for a Gallery representative of modem 
Foreign Art having been long recogmsed—the Curzon Com¬ 
mittee called particular attention to this gap in the National 
Collections in their Report in 191&—the scope and character of 
the Tste Gallery were extended through the munificent provision 
made by the present Sir Joseph Duveen. This generous donor 
has recently offered a gallery for Foreign Sculpture,{") 

16. The Wallace CoUsctlon ^Hertford House).— The Wallace 
tkillection, containing priceless objects of art of almost every 
kind* was originally brought together by the Marquises of Heri- 
ferd and by the legatee and relative of the fourth Marquis, Sir 

^ Thfi Sfifiond Report af th« Select CoMmittee cm tbe MyjBoniDi of 
and Ari DcparEnHELt {ti9S) deala Tritb tbc origin of tba Betbod Grceii 
MoHum (p. ; ii«e also the memopiDdnm forwarded hy tbe Bo^rd df 

Edacatioa to the CotomlcAioQ (printed wltb the niid the Muslim 

Guide, 1913. 

' It w»a Mr* SliECfjsbiinkB^ ** primary object," na is diat from the terma of 
hii gift, that bis pictures tod drawing elidiilii be tiKd reference and 

iiiatrmctiaQ jn Sebools of Art now of l^raaftsf placed onder the mpdrtntend- 
eare tbc (Scionce and Art) Department/' Tb& Royal CoLli^ of Art has in 
fact long been in actual conUgnity with the- VLctcnii and Albert Muaeum. 
Appondix JET of tho CttrKoo Report {Report of tho Cominittoe of Truat««i of 
the NAtioual Gallciy, 1915* Cd. 7378) mak» no uiDatioD of yu. Sbcepalian^a* 

primary object/^ 

^ A brief BCGOPnt of the origin of the Tate Gallery will be fonod in tbe 
iatfoduction to tbe Naitnnai Art .* Caiuig^ue, efe* bnt thta 

account ban been corre^bed ami sopplemented here by referee to TraMUij 
pipen. alao the notice of Sir Henry Tate in the Z>icliVniur^ sf 
Vol, SXIl E^upplement. 
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Richard Wallace.(') The Collection, which thus lepresieiita the 
taiite of a single family of eminent connoiseeurs, iv^ bci^ucatbcd 
to the nation by Lady Wallace on her death in 181)7. The con¬ 
ditions of the bequest were that the Goverument should agree 
to provide a site for the Collection in a ceutrai part of London, 
that the ColiectioD should always be kept together, unmixed with 
other objects of art, and should be styled the Wallace Collection. 
This princely bequest, then reputed to be the hnest collection of 
pictures and objects of art in private hands in the world, was 
accepted by the Government, w'ho purchased and adapted Hert¬ 
ford House in order that the Collection might continue to be 
preserved therein.(’> The Exchequer ex{^>enditure in connesion 
w'ith the acquisition of the freehold and leasehold interests of the 
House, and on account of the necessary aUemtiona, was approxi¬ 
mately £128,000, 

17, The London Museum,— The London Museum, like the 
Tate Gallery and the WaLlitce Collection, owes its origin to 
individual initiative and generosity, In 1911 private funds were 
placed at the disposal of Lord Esher and the late Lord Harcourt 
for the formation of a Museum to illustrate the history of London 
on the lines of the Musde Camavalet in Paris. The exhibition 
wae first opened in Kensington Palace and in 1913 was trans¬ 
ferred to Lancaster House, the lease of which had been 
generously assigned by the late Lord Leverhulme to the Com¬ 
missioners of Works. (* *> 

18* The Imperial War Museum.— The Imperial War Museum, 
instituted by decision of the War Cabinet on March 5, 1917, and 
subsequently established by Act of Parliament, was opened by 
Your Majesty on June 9, 1920, at the Crystal Palace. It wm 
formed to collect trophies, maps, medals/posters, pictures and 
other material connected with the War. The Art record of the 
War was begun for propaganda purposes by the Department 
(afterwards Ministry) of Information in 1916. men the 
Ministry ceased to exist, the works o! .\rt were transferred to 
the Imperial War Museum and oonstitute a remarkable collec¬ 
tion of works by modern artists. In 1924 the Museum was trans¬ 
ferred to South Kensington where it is at present accommodated 
in the building known as the Western Exhibition Galleries. 


■ 'm**® ACnrqpj* of Hertford WIM ihe aiigisal of tho Marquis of Riejoe 

1? ? tajrrtjf Fvir, Juid of Lord Monraoutb in Dionteli'B Ci»t!ustby. 

Sir Ricfaord Wolliico vb* reputod )a im tho nutoml son of the foartb Mmauil 
but the Author of iho notice of blm in, the /JiefioHary of Jfaiional BinaraiAti 
sn^ta tliAl the truth may 1* that he wu tho fourth itArquia of Hertford 1 
half brother and o Into bom dioo by ad unidcnliGea fotbor of thit oahleiEAnV 
mother." 

* Vqt Aia kpooynt of the Wa.llaoe Callectioti the mernatmodum submitted 
the Truftl^, tbs iutrodoetioa to the Cstalo^qe of tbe ColWtieo 
(Ijtk SklitioDi 1913), mud the notioeH of tbe third sod feirrtb \[Arquifi$fl uf 
Ht^riford mud of Sir Bicburd WmlLnce in thq Dldhmry of Natii^nal Bjo^aphif. 

■ See tbe mernormnduiu subniilted to the Rrijal CotDmisgiou ori bebilf oltb^ 
Trustees of the London I^ruflOpm, prioted with tbe erJdeqoc, 
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Owing iargel> to lack of in its present quarters the exhibits 
of the Aeronautical Sectiau were traxisfeiTed to the Seieiice 
Museum^') 

19* * The Public Kecord Office^— The J'liblic Kecord Office, like 
the equivalent Department in Scotland, diJIers altogether in 
charucter from the other Institutionfl which fall within the Cknn- 
mission'$ Terms of lieference. It was estabiisbei] by Btatuto in 
the first year of Queen \'icioria*s reign with the object of placing 
under the charge of the Master of the Eolls Ihe archives, then 
scattered about in many places^ of certain Courts and Bepart- 
tiienis of State. The building in Chancely Lnne, which was 
begun in 1851 and which has since been considerably extendod. 
now cocitaiiiis what is believed to be tiie most coniplete and con¬ 
tinuous collection of national archives in Europe, f^^ 


The Scottush Institutions. 

20. The National Library ol Scotland.—What h now the 
National Library of Scotland was founded in 1(582 by the Faculty 
of Advot^ates under the auspicea of Sir George Muckensie, then 
Dean of Faculty^ who was known to Pry den as ’’that noble 
wit of Scotland/^ but to the Covenautera aa Bloody 
Mackenzie.” For tiearly a century and a half it was main¬ 
tained out of fuiid& supplied personally by members of the 
Scottish Bar^ who have spent upon it from their owri resources 
upwards of £250,000. From early days it was their enlightened 
policy to make the resources of the Ijibrary available to the 
public for the purposes of reference and research. Thomas 
Carlyle, in a letter dated from Cheyne Kow\ Chelsea, ou 
April 3rd, 1874, called attentiou to the position occupied in the 
national life of Scotland by the Institution : "It is incompar¬ 
ably the beat of all the libraries we have in Scotland, and in 
fact the only Library worLh calling sucti, kt which literary 
Bspirants and known literary' people^ except connected with 
Colleges, have any practical admittance^ an Institution which 
may to Scotland, in thcit respect, be called mvaluable. My 
clear testimony therefore is, that essentiaily it belongs to Scot¬ 
land at large—such the liberal practice of the Honourable 
Faculty whose property it especially is—and that it fairly de¬ 
serves all rciisonsiljb help and gupporl from whatever calls "itself 
a Government in Eliat country*" 

NotwdihstandiDg Carlyle's " clear testimony," the Advocates* 
Libraiy carried on without Government aid until 1922, when a 
grant of £3|000 was voted by Farliament. Its coDstjtution and 
administration remained unchanged until 1925 when, by the 

* iJw sJso th-fi KLOinonindtim sabmilkd %q R^yal ConmuBaioD on behilf of 

tbe Impfifi*] Wip MuAcum printed with At 

* Fur thp origin of the Puhlk Eucoti] Office sec the Eoemoriedain flubmitted 
bj ibe hliater of the Eolli in rsply to tbe CDmmiBHipii’'i qucatiooimire. printed 
with the evideitoe. 
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passing <si the National [ Library of Scotland Act, its eafire con- 
tenta, representing some 750^000 vnJumes^ with the exception 
of the Fatuity's collection of law' bookSp legal maiiuibcripls und 
t>a[)ersp the Faculty records and pictures and articles of fumi- 
tore belonging to the Faculty/“ wer^s traubtferred to the nation 
by t!ie FacnJty ag a free giftp together with the CopjTight privi^ 
leges aiui the greater |H3rtion of the preiuiscs in which it was 
houEsed, The transference of the Library to the nation bad, in 
fuel, been rendered possible by a munificent benefaction from 
Mr. {now Siri Alexunder Grant, uho in June, \MS, iMadc a 
girt of i'lOOpOOO for its permanent endo’tvnient.(^) 

21. The Mujieum ol Autiquitlea.— The ^luseurn of Antiquities 
began its existence in 1780 under the auspices of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland whicli was founded in that year on the 
initiative of the eccentric but gifted Lari of Buchan, The 
Museum was originally intended to repressent. not only the 
antiquitiesp but also apecimena of the natural productions of 
ScotJund. its institution was strongly opposed By the Curators 
of the .\dvocatefl' Library, the Philosophical Society of Edin- 
burgh ^ and the U diversity, ostetis^ibly on the ground of " over¬ 
lapping/* Des^pite their counter-petition6, however, the Society 
of Antiquciries obtained its charter in 1T83. Sixty-eight years 
later (1851) it erred to the nation its Museum which had 
by that time come to contain many valuable objects of 
antiquHTjan interest. Hie collections are now' vested in the 
Board of TruBtees established under the Kational Galleries Act 
of 1906, but their supervision and management still rests wholly 
with the Society of AntiquarieB, to whose activitiea their steady 
and continuous growth from 1780 to the present day i$ almost 
entirely due. Since 1894 the Treasury has made a purchase 
grant of £2CN3 per annunit And in 1913 an additional sum of 
^1^000 was voted as a special grant to meet the oast of expert 
treatment for the wonderful find of Boman silver plate from 
Tmpmin Law,C^) 

22. The fioyal Scottish Museum,— The Koyivl Scotti'-h 
Museum came into being in the 1 &q0‘b as iho result of a strong 
movement of public opinion in favour of the eatablishraent of 
a National Museum for Scotland. The Natural History 
Museum of the University of Edinburgh formed the main 
nucieua of the Museum. The University Museum, which had 
its origin in the eighteenth century, had" been criticised by the 

> Att BWDDt rtf the bivto^ of tbe National Library of iskuiatliad in giTto in t 
paper rand by tha pr^Auit LibimtiKD, ifr, W, K, Dictma, LL.D,, at the Libnr? 
AsBocuLtKin Vonf at EdiDbnfgh, Septeiuber 27, 11^, and publiibixl in the 
L*brnr^ Joantal^ Dteftembir 1, 1927, Se* aJKik the memarjuKlaiD submitted bj 
the Board of Trustees aad the eTidence aiveD before tbe Royml GomnitBairta 

» For tbft onjpu of the Masauin of ibe Satiety of Antiqoiiriee ko Ax^u^i of 
ihi IrifiiiuUm and Pr&griM rAe SocUtg <;/Artiiquaria of Sc^^iland bj William 
Smellie, Pt. 2 (^finhurgh, 1/84}. The transfer of the Mnseism to the nation, 
li dealt with in the loeiaorandoin lohmitted to the Bojal Commiafdou, published 
with the DTidenoe. ^ 






Soottidh University Commiflaionars. of 1826+{^) In 1654 tbe 
Town CounciL of Edirtburgb^ in whom the property belonging to 
the University was then vested^ tranefemed the Collection to 
the Department of Science and Art, The Indostrial Colkctiona 
had been begun in 1SS1.{*) In effect ^ the foundatiou of ti^e 
Museum wae the outcome of the impnlsa given by the Great 
Exhibition of the Indnstry of all Nations which had so pro¬ 
found an mduenoe on the development of Museums of Indus- 
trial Art throughout Europe-(“) It was, Iherefore, appropriate 
that the foundation stone of the permanent bnildiog should have 
been laid by the Prince Consort on October 23rd, 18GI. The 
Museum now embraces collections which in England are repre¬ 
sented by the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Science 
Museuru and the Natural History Aluscum.C) 

£3. The National Gallery ol Scotla]id+ —Parliamentary recog¬ 
nition of the need for a National Gallery for Scotland first found 
expression in ISSO-Sl, when the beautiful building which house:^ 
the collections waa begun, from designs by William Playfair. 
The Gallery was not, however* open tn tho public until nine 
years latar. The works displayed came in part from the Royal 
Scottish Academy, in part from the Royal Institution, and from 
the 1835 Bequest of Sir James Erskice of Torrie. The adminie- 
tratjon of the Gallery v^'as entrusted to the Board of Manu¬ 
factures, a department of state which had begun its existence 
in 17S7 and disappeared from the scene in 1906, its functions 
as regards the National Gallery being then transferred by Act 
of Parliament to a special Board of Trustees. From the time of 
its foundation to the present date, the National Gallery of 
Scotland hm been enriched by mariy |>rivate benefactors. (*J 

£4. The Scottish National Portrait Gallery* —The Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery owes its foundatioi] to the munihceuce 
of the late Mr+ J+ R. Findlay, who in 1883 and subsequent 
years presented to the nation the Biim of £60^000, of which 
£50,000 was expended upon the buildings and £10|000 was 
allocated to the endowment of the Gallery. At present the 
building also accommodateB the Museum of Antiquities. The 
Portrait Gallery was first opened to the public in 1889, and 
is now administered by the Board which is rCBponsible for the 
National Gallery+(^) _ 

* MtiHitims, Thitr //ifttwy ujtd Thtir tTjWp by David Murrmy, I, 

p.155-159. 

’ EfipQxl. 0it CommittH oa MuKumi ef the Scioaoa And Art Depart- 

tnoDt R€port, IS93), p. 

* Imtuirial Aft ctnJ ifwiuiFi, by C. R. Rkliards (1'927), p. 7-^ and 

p 10. 

^ The gancrml charciet^r and sodpe of tbe Royal Sooltiili are 

illaftrated la tbe Afemoumdarn submitled by the fkottiHb Edm^atiDn Depart- 
maot and in the evidence of Mr. A. 0. Carle, Wi^., F B.A,, tbe Director. 

^ A liiit of benofijetioiia and bequeeia in on pr 10-25 of the Catalogue of 
the Naliooal Galley of SeoEland. 

* Tbe or^niaation of boih the Natioeal CreUery and the Xational Portratt 
Galtery ia dHcribed in tbe Memorandutn aqbmitted by tbe Truaten of tbe 
NatioDal GallerieJi of Scotland printed with tHs evidenoe. 
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25. The ErCglster Hous6.— The Register Housep the Scottish 
equivalent of the Public Record Office^ was created by a Iloyal 
Warrantp dated June 17th, 1765. The cost of the buiiding—de¬ 
signed by Robert Adam—was in large meaeure met from the 
proceeds of the estates forfeited in the Jacobite Rebellion of 
1745. 

Development of the NaiLonal Museums and Qalieiiee during the 

Victorian Period. 

20. It will be seen from the brief account of their origin givei^ 
in the preceding paragraphs how remsj’kable wa$ the develop¬ 
ment of the National Institutions during the great Victorian 
period. In 1836 the Select Commit toe on Arts and their con¬ 
nexion with Manufactures had very good cause to lament the 
absence of public Galleries or Museums of Art: ** In nothing 
have foreign countries possessed a greater advantage over Great 
Britain than in their numerous public galleries devoted to the 
Arts, and open gratuitously to the people. The larger 
towns of France are generally adorned by such ingtitutions. 
In this country we can scarcely boast of any/'(') A great change 
has come over the scene since that time. Then only 
txvQ National Institutions ejessted: to-day there are twenty, (* *) 
while moat of the principal provincial towns can boaet of their 
Gallery or Museum*(*J It is, moreover, noteworthy that admis¬ 
sion to the majority of the National Institutions and to nearly 
all the Provincial Institutions in this country is invariably free, 
wheneae on the Continent fees are far more frequent, in carious 
contrast to the liberal practice which, according to the Select 
Committee, prevailed in 1836.D 

The Work of the Prince Consort. 

27. In reviewing the evolution of the National Mtiseutns and 
Galleries during the Victorian period, historical justice requires 
that a special trjbuto should be paid to the Prince Consort, to 
whose inspiration and exertions the development is largely due^ 
and particularly the development of the Museum quarter on the 
South Kensin^n site. 

* r fif tbe Report, The c^rigio&l tnemlietft of the Coaunittc^ inolpded 
Sit Rcbfri Peel. T^rd Jehn HLiEsell And Bulw^r IivltaiL, 

* Inslitqtioiii bfq named in the ConiiiiiAUda^a Tenni of Refeteoev, 
hot th? Natiaimll Gulleriefi cf Gotland 0 £»ninrise Lwc aepantle galltnce, the 
NiittoDJiJ Gftlloiy t.a& the NAtional Poitniit GsJk-ry. 

^ 8ir Henry Miors^ Report on the Fnblio KtufleniuB of the Britifh TbIos (other 
than the- National Mmenim) recently ptibJialied by the Camegia TruAte^a, 
phckwn, bowover, tbit the dietrtbqtioq of the 5IK1 proTinciiJ muaeamH an carionaly 
haphemrd. &ec pp. 10, 14, 15 and App. U. 

* For HdiDLKuoTi ieei in thec^uc of the KTen National InBtittEtianB they 

irs iinpewd, »ti Appends; T* For the poiition u regarde feee in the c*jse of 
Pro^indal InstitnMona, yec the MtaiOTiindqiii of toe Mueoniue AAioeiQtion 
pubiiihed vitb ibe lltideDce. For Iho pnetice in Foreign Oonnliiee (aa 
regards their Nitiohal lneititutlDns)p see the Fumioary of replies thbtefrnm. 






56 


Od August 18, 1851 j the Prince CoDsort wrote from Osborne 
to bis friend, Baron 8tockrosrp the following letter:—■ 

I promised you, no doubt, not to embark in anifthing 
new after tbe close of the Exhibition* and I have moreover 
made up my mind to retreat into my shell as -quickly as 
possible; but I am not free to choose aa regards the con- 
fiider^le surplua with which we shall wind up. For its 
application I have devised a plan, of which I send you a 
copy herewith as first drafted/' 

The plan referred to by the Prince entitled Memomndum by 
the Prince Consort as to the Disposal of the Surplus from the 
Great Exhibition of 1851^"' outlines to the Roval ComnnsstoUp 
which under the inspiration of the Prince had organised the 
F<xhibitian, hia idea of Iiow the euiplua derived therefrom could 
beat be utilised. In the tour tie of Ida memorandum the Prince 
aays:— 

“ If I am asked what I would do with the surplus I would 
propose the following scheme i— 

I am assured that from twenty-five to thirty acres of 
fiToiinil nearly opi^ite the Crystal Palace, on'the other 
side of the Kensington Rood, called Kensington Gore 
(including Soycr's Symposiutii), are to he purcliosed 
at this moment for about £50.000. T would buy that 
ground and place on it four Institutions, corresponding 
to the four great sections of the Ejchibition—Raw 
Materials, Machinery, Mainifacturea and PJaatb Art. 

1 would devote these Institutions to the furtherance 
of the industrial pursuits of all nations in these four 
divisions. 


If T examine what are ihe means by which imjirove- 
ment and progrefis can he obtained in any branch of 
hutnnn knowledge, I find them to consist of four—(1) 
Personal study from Inroks, (2) Oral comiunnication of 
knowledge by those w'ho p^seaa it, to those who wish 
to acquire it, (3) Acquisition of knowledge by ocular 
observation, comparison, and demonstration, (4^ Ex¬ 
change of ideas by perMonal disetiasiun.’'('I 


The Prince’s plan waa substantially adopted by the Royal 
Tommission of the 1851 Exhibition. The site referred to to¬ 
gether with much adjacent land, was duly purchased. Upon 'that 
Bite(») there have been erected, in the course of three generations 
nut only some of the greatest of the National Museums, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, the British Mnseum of Natural 
History and the Science Museum, together with the Art and 
Science Libraries attached to those Museums, but a number of 


* AUoeethftf 07 Hcm wsfh boaglit by tb# in 1052 hod 1053. 
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other IiistitutioQ&t them the luiperial College of Scte^ice 

and Technology—embracing and extending the &Gope nf the 
earber eBtablishTiieDte of the Royal College of Science^ the Royal 
Scbool of Miuea and the City and Guilds College—the ^ Imperial 
Institute (a large part of tlii$ building is at present occupied 
by the University of London) ^ the Royal College of Music * * the 
Royal College of Organiste, the Royal ^hool of Art Needlework* 
the Royal College of Art^ all illnEtrating in their several ways 
the Prince's idea of an inteliectual cenlre dedicated to the study 
and appUcation of Science and of Art, 

The greater part of the South Kensington site is now the 
property [either freehold or on a lease of 999 years) of the 
Government, having been acquired at various times from the 
Royal Commissi oil for the Kxhibition of 1851, to whose enlight¬ 
ened labouMH from that day to this gratitude is diie,C) 

Development of the National Museums and GaUerlea and the 
Growth of Population. 

28. The development of the National Museums atul Galleries 
in the coiir^ of the nineteenth centu^ and since, though con- 
sidembJe, has not kept pace with the immense growth of popu¬ 
lation and the demand for opportunities for the study of 
Science and the Arts. In 1001* the toM population of England 
and Wales was 8,892+536 perBons; in 1991 the number was 
37,886,699.0 Tn Rent land the figures are 1,608,429 and I.8i82,288 
respectively.!*). The increase in the frapulation of London. where 
the large majority of the National Tnstitutinna are centred, has 
been even more striking, Tn 1801, the area of the present 
administrative County of London contained 959,310 persons; in 
1921, 4+484.52^5. For the Greater Tjondon area the figures are 
1,114,614 in 1801, and 7,480+201 in 192LC) In the case of 
Greater London the population almost doubled itself in the fifty 
years between 1871 nnd 199L f*'S 

Expansion of Educational Facilities to meet the Growth in 

Population. 

29. The National Museums and Galleries are essentially educ^ 
tioiial institutions, and it is not a little interesting to obsserve 
that, long before the State recognised its responsibilities in re¬ 
spect of elementary, secondary and university education, it had 
perceived the need for such institutions aa the British Museum 
and the National Gallery. It was not until 1832 that any 
Exchequer grant was made in sid of elementary education. In 
that year the Whig Government, which carried the Reform Bill* 

^ For ft f^umouiTj of work of die Koyal CommisciioD of 1S51+ see thA 
m^mor&TidaiD from ttu^t liodly pohlisheHl intti the 

■ Ceiuai of Cb^lmnd ftn4 Walet, 3 92t+ Genonil Iteport, p. 12. 

■ C^n^dn of 8cot!a^ld+ 122L PFelimiuArj Boport, p. 2. 

* Cen^dui of Klagtand muI 1921 . Coantj of London , T’lftblea, Ft. 1 ^ p. I . 

^ Tbo popnlfttian of Onatir Lomloii in ^d7l 3,995, ^1. 
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i Mn rJSf' Preseiilcd lo Parliament the modc$t 

sum £20,000 in aid of the provision of school buildinga. The 

to in 1641 when a small sum was net asidJ 

formation and maintenance of Schools of De- 

This step was the outcome 
ofthe R»^F«rt of the Select Committee of 1836 to which reference 

voted made. The first English University to receive 

oted assistance was the DniverBity of Ijondon, which with 

Universities h^, however, received aid before this date. Prom 

Tth^ since the begin¬ 

ning of the present century, the deielnpment of and the in¬ 
creased expenditure on elemcnfjiry, secondary and university edu¬ 
ction have been remajpkable. In 190;t-04 the total cost L the 
Exchequer of the three categories in Great Britain was approii- 

000,000, and in 1927-28 


Coat ol the KationAl Jluaeums and Galleriea and Iheii utility. 

The total cost to the ExcJieqtier of the National Mtisemns 
and (Tallenes in 1927-28 (including administration, purchase 
grants,^ buildings and all allied sendees) was £1,155,000. In 
compa^le figure was £640.000, and in 1903-04 
' 'f once be perceived that the increase in the 

cMt to the Exchequer of elementary, secondary and univeraity 
education has been out of all proportion greater than the inereaM 
m expenaiture on the National MiiseTiins and G^lleriefl, 

These figures merely confirm the impression win eh inde¬ 
pendently of them was home in upon ns at a very early Etsire 
of our inquiry, namely, that the National Museums and Galleries 
have for long been treated as the Cinderella of the Social 
^mces. Taking into account the change in the value of money 
the cost of these Institutions has hardly increased during the 
period of an entire generation. The whir^ig of time haa 
cunoHsly royenged itself upon them. They began by being the 
first educational institutions which the Government thought 

tlie last. Yet, without them, 
the rfucational fabric of the State would be quite incomplete 
To the Mhokr they afford the indispensable material for friidy 

'to to the artist inspiration, and 

to industry the resource s of science,« To the schoolchild they 

! S*™™ ^iJ ia Appendix II. 

flgBres will ba f&nnd in -^ppecidiv III 








l^resent tbe outward uxid visibk e?£plcin&tion of lAhat be has 
been taught in books. To the general publio they offer ediftca- 
tion and msiruction. The annual attendances at the Nation!; l 1 
Museums and Galleries lagt year were over 7,500,000, of which 
nearly 6,000,000 were made to those Institutions within the 
.\tlminifitrative County of London* <*) 

Ifc will be obsen'ed that the evidence from the representative 
Outside Bodies whom we consulted is not only unanimous in 
recognising the great services rendered by the National Institu¬ 
tions, bul in urging the eminent tJealrnbility of extending those 
services. Our conclusions on these repre^ntation*^, which, if 
carried into effect, would inevitably meart an increase in ex- 
penditurcj we postpone to our Final Eeport. Meanwhile we 
unist record our iinpression that, if ways and means w^ere avail¬ 
able, the utilization of the resoxirces of the National Museums 
and Galleries could be very greatly extended to the benefit of tbe 
nation as a whole. In present circumstances it is difficult not to 
feel, vihetber from the standpoint of material or of spiritual 
values, that tbe immense capital represented by the National 
Collections js not bringing in the maximum return. 

The Immediate Needs. 

31. Tbe needs of certain of the lustitutioDs, to ivhich we refer 
in deUil hereafter, have inevitably been accentuated by financial 
stringency following on the War. We arc fully conscious of 
The great burdeus fallii^g upon the Exchequer at the present 
time, as a coDsequence of tite War and of tbe social measures 
which have succeeded it. Nevertheleea—and we say this 
with particular regard to paragraphs 3 and -t of our Terms 
of Eeference—we believe that it would be disastrous, both from 
I he standpoint of tbe educational needs of the country and of 
the national prestige, if the Collections, the splendour of which 
we have emphasis^, w^ere not adequately maintained. In our 
judgment economy has already been pushed beyond the point 
of prudent adminfsttation, 

III the paragraphs describing the origin of the Institutions iL 
ba« been made clear how great a part has been played by 
e 11 lightened and munificent individuals. From the inforrufttion 
before us in respect of a number of the Institutions^ we esti- 
mute that tbe present great capital value of the national posses¬ 
sions is accounted fur to the extent of at least one-half by 
the generosity of private donons, w^hose benefactions have been 
continuous from the inception of the Institutions to the present 
day. In the rase of the British Museum during the pa.it 
five years the value of private gifts has been on tbe average in 
the neighbourhood of £40,000 a year as compared with the 
purchase grant of £25,000 j while, in the case of the Victoria 


' Bn .Appendix FV, Tbs Htt«iidiiiicefl at Keir,, which li outuiig the Admins 
Btmtira CoaD&y^ numbered « 
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and Albert Mu$eiin], the amiucil value of gifts has averaged 
i'34,000 OB ^miwred with the purchafie grant of £10,000. More¬ 
over, the -NMional Art-ColJections Fund has, since it began in 
1904, colJectcd Bums amounting to over £10,000 a year and has 
enncbed the Aluseuius and Galleries by its constant beneraotions- 
^ I^e Cefierosity of private donors has not been confined to 
' ™j®cta of art, litcniture, or science. The buildings of 

the Tate Gallery, of the National Portrait Gallery, of the London 
I Museum, uf the Sottish National Portrait Gallery, of the 
Musetini of Antif|nitics, have all been provided by private 
citizens, while the Briliah Museum and the National GalJery 
have benefited Kubstantiany by gifts and bequests for the erection 
of particular galleries. We understand that Sir Alexander Grant, 
whose ipft of £100,1^) in respect of the endowment of the 
. attonal Library of Scotland Ikib already been mentioned, has 
, recently (.contributed a similar eum towards the co«t of the pro- 
1 posed new building for the Library, 

We think it desirable to call special attention t(ji the great 
plny^ by generous citkenB in the development of the 
National Museums iuid Galleries because we hope that other 
wealthy and public-spirited citizens may be induced to follow 
in the fwtsteps of their predecessors. The National Museums 
and GalWiea are the most attractive of the Department.n of 
I atate. They minister to the needs of humanistic and scientific 
culture, of iiidustnoj research and enterprise, of numherlesa 
I and collectors. They afford pleasure to n 

STn, popMon. Those who assist them bestow 

themSHM^Th i * contemporaries, obtain honour fnr 

tl^mselves, and are remembered with Insiiug gmtitude by 

We proceed now to deni with those Institutions whose require- 
inenis we regard as urgent. require 

32. The Britisli Mufleum.^Tlw problem of oiitstandinp 

inTdea? r'h Museum is that of the Library^ 

It iH clear that, if the Library is to be kept up to date and to 

mamtam its fx^.tion a.s the most cfFective instiintion of its hind 

space roughly equivalent to one mile of additional shelviug per 
annum. 1 his intake of literature of all kinds is the result maiHy 
J Copyright Acts.C) but also of the 

necessity, if the efficiency of t he Tdbrary is to be mnintained.O 

'"i •••■ i7j« 


(iii) DeputtmeBi of MmiDstppts 
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of purchasing a large nuinber of foreign books and periodicals. 
We do not propose in this Beport tc discuss at length the problem 
of the Copyright Acts+ because + although we have received much 
evidence on the subjectp we feel it would be premature to fortnu- 
late our final conclusioua. Nevertheless, in reference to this 
probleiijp we feel it necessary to point out that the opinion of the 
Tjcariied Bodies vve have so far cxitisiilted is decisively against 
any ^meiidnieut of that clause of the Act which requires the 
British Museum to receive a copy of eveiy publicationEven 
if amendment of the Copvxight Acta were held to be desirable 
from any point of view it is clear that soch amendment could 
not do more than diminish the rate of growth. A reduction of 
more than oiie-fifth of the annital increment is out of the 
question. Nor from the standpoint of economy is it apparent 
that such a reduction would prove economical prior selection or 
subsequent elimination would be involved, and either course 
would mean a skilled staff of selectors or eliminators. (^) Thene 
jiiight cost more than the economy achieved in dimmished shelv¬ 
ing- The problem is not a new one. In IIJOO the Government 
introduced a Bill to enable the Trustees (u> to deposit copies of 
local newspapers with local authorities, and to destroy matter 
which might he held to be of no value. The Bill was withdrawn 
in face of oppsition, and the final outcome of this effort to 
deal with the prohlem was the ealablishmcnt of the New^spapr 
Beposifory at Hendon.(* *) 

We have felt it necessary to make these preliminary observa- 
liona relative to the question of the Copyright Acts tsecauRe other¬ 
wise it might be thought tliat we had ignored a ^ital factor in 
the problem of future accommodation for the Ijibrary and Newa- 
papr Deprtraent. Actually the situation to-day at Bloomsbiiry 
is such that immediate Bteps are necessary to meet it, quite 
independently of any amendment of the Copyright Acts. 

Briefly the position h as follow's. The large circular Ttcading 
Boom in the centre of the Museum ia surrounded hy what is 
ktiown as the Iron Library^ constructed in four great quadrants, 
tlie whole structure dating from 1854-16 ;j 7. In anticiption of 
congestion, a scheme w'lis proposed in lfl20 by the Office of 
Works, approved by the Treasury and carried into effect in 19S3, 
when an additional storey was added to one of the quadrants. 

* See iht tdemoTUidDni of Britiali Aodamy^ of the Society of 
and of the Ro^ HiftoHcal Swatyp ptaliliihcd niih tho volunieof memotimdA niid 
eridaoce whkh icccunpaoiec thii Heport t lee ft]s4> tin* lett*™ from tb# Rt, Ban. 
H. A- Ij, Fijiber and Mr. J. W. Htfidhtn-i^Torl^. 

*Se« OQ thift point the obHmttoiis of the ^yal HutarEeai ikKaeiy Id their 
metnoriDclnni. 

■Se# Sir F, Kefljoo'i memorandum and evideDee, answer to q nation T34 ; 
alflo the Debate in the Honee of Lcrda en 1st May^ 1900, and tbo Debate in the 
TloDJe of Cotnmtina on 2^th Jane ef that yeai-. In the eouw of the latter 
Debate Mr. John Moiiey aaidt '*1 am afraid, from all the ai^q that one may 
read in the Parliamentary ahy that it U by no meana Hhely is bo an anappnKd 
meaeure, hot that, on the contrary, it will give riae to a mat deal of roatention/' 
Mr. A- J. feJfour : “ Beaf. hear'^ 
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It was juteiided to deal Birailarty with the other quadrants, but 
snb^quflDt exaiQinatiou by iho Office of Works led to the con- 
< UBion that further addition to and loading of the existing Etrut:- 
ti^e would be dangerous. Moreover, the Office of WorJee have 
cK]\n^d the removal of over 230 hanging presae& to reduce the 
l^lrng^ already hold to be excesEive : these presses bad been 
wded to the bookstacka as a means of relieving the ever increas- 

books from the presses Dumber acme 
w,000, and at present there is no suitable accommodation for 
t em, ^ Meanwhile the annual inflow continues and is being met 
by vanous makeshift expedients. 

We have examined a number of alternative schemes In con- 
siiltaticn svith the Authorities of the Miieeum and wuth the Chief 
Architect of the Office of Works, Sir Richard Allison, whose help 
fhronghout our inquiry has been invaluable. The scheme which 
commends itself to us in all the circumstances os best calculated 
to serve the cause both of efficienev and of economy mav be 
sninmarised as follows, 


fl) In the first place the advantages of the present concentra- 
^on of book storage accommodation round the central Reading 
Room can hardly he disputed. Such concentration is essential 
to celerity of service and to efficiency of administration. Bo far 
ftp the Main Library is concerned, there is no difficultv in main- 
taimng this ronrentmtion because the site already affords 
acihties for it, M^ith a suitable scheme of reconstruction it is 
posHble tfl provide for the needs of the Library on the present 
intake of litemture for a period approaching a ccntnrv. Such a 
wneme of reconstruction has been prepared for us bv the Chief 
Architwt of the Office of Works and proridea. in bnef, for the 
reconstruction of the four existing quadrants in four floors with 
annexes, each quadrant being so conelmctcd as to he capable of 
cairying two additional floors as and when required in the remote 
future. Reconiitraction in four floors would provide at the present 
rate of growth for the needs of half a centnrv. The cost of such 
a scheme would be approximately ^205,000, spread over a period 
of from twelve to fifteen years. Its completion would not only 
meet future n^ds with due foresight, but would go far to mini- 
risk of fire. We have been informed bv the Principn] 
Librorian of «rtaiD recommendations made for "this purpose bv 
the Chief Officer of the London Pire Brigade. The ptopofled 
rwonstruction wUl enable effect to be given to these £ hTas 
^he Library is concerned, while in the opinion of the Office of 
Works temporary measures of protection could be arranged after 
further consultation with the Chief Officer. Should Inv such 
measures be considered necessary by the various authoritiw con¬ 
cerned, we recommend that they should be carried out. 

(2) The ffiheme of raconstruclion of the Iron Library described 
a satisfactory way the needs of the future, 
and we think it should be set in hand as soon as possible and 
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pro^Bfliveiy carried om. As we have already stated, it would 
probably take eome tw'elve to hfteet] years to completej allowing 
fpr the neceflsary lotervals to deal with the displacement of 
, Meanwhile proyision for present needs and for books 
from the first section of the ms in Library to be reconatructed 
must be made at the earliest possible moment. This can be done 
^ply and economically, namely (a) through full utiliaation as 
Mok-Btores of the two BUppIementary rooms contiguous to the 
# I^y constructing in them two grid floors at a cost 

or fS,500, and (6) by the conatruetbn of the new permanent 
annex to the southeastern quadrant, in advance of the general 
UKonstraction, at a cost of T1I,000.<‘) In this connexion it 
should be explained that the addition of annexes to the four 
quadrants fomis a permanent feature of the scheme for the 
reconstruction of the Iron Library in order that the site area 
available may be fully ntilixed. The annexes will permanently 
mcreflflie the nmtuint of apac^ available for book etorape. The 
converaion of the two supplementary rooms into book-stores 
find the construction of an annex to the sonth-eastem nuadrant 
will provide accommodation for the annual intake of books, as 
well 13 accommodation for the books displaced from the south- 
western quadrant pending the reconstruetion of that quadrant 
nTl(^^^r The scheme already described. 


There remains the Newspaper problem. The Hepository 
at Hendon, to which reference haa already been made, hna 
P^vided only for the provincial newspapers. Since 
lfl25 the Repositaiy has been full, rmd the annual accretion 
of these newspapers has had to be provision ally stored at 
KoorasburT m the basement of the King Edward ITI building, 
that basement, together with a moderate amount of storage 
elBawhere m the building, already holds the London newspapers 
mclnding Parliamentary papers, and the Colonial and Foreign 
i" there lit Bloomsbury the Newspaper 

ti! * Room. The Museum Authorities have proposed to ua 
that the time has come when the interests of the Museum as a 
whole would be served, as well sw the convenience of newspaper 
readers and students, if the Newspaper Department in its entirety 
were removed to Hendon.f’l Ro far as the convenience of the 
reader is concerned, it must be borne in mind that under the 
present system he has normally to wait from two to nine days 
for the Topers he requires since the volumes are onlv brought 
up from Hendon once a week by motor van. If the NVwspaW 
btodents Room were accommodated there instead of at 
BloomBbury, the student would have access to any newspaper 
within a few minutes and without previous notice, Hendon is 


Thu Mm IB uic la the smonDt nf feflA.IHJft piTan in ptraffnvpb 32 f 11, 
Tho ifniwom Anthotitieii infUTest tlut, if the tnDsfar » nm^, it ironTd it, 
('Hlif Minplat* eiiv of “Tha Timw"; fii) mum 
Blue ^ P«»m) ; fiii> Enylish PirlUmra^ 
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now easily accessible by electric mi I way and omnibus. Tho 
prjjicipal advantages to the Museum as a whole resultjng from 
this scheme would be; (i) that the space at preaeni occupied by 
the Newspaper Students Room and by the adjoining storage 
accommodation would be arailable for the congested Department 
of Onental Printed Bootes and MSR+: and (ii) that the basement 
of the King Edward VTT building would be available for purposes 
of storage or for the temporary relief of congested departments 
of the Museum . 

The cost of providing accommodation at Hendon (where ample 
space is aval lab le> for the Newspaper Department and Reading 
Room transferred from Bloomsbury would^ we nnderstand, be 
in the neighbourhood of £iSjOOO* In addition, provision to meet 
the intako for, saVp the next 25 years would cost some £27,000, 

In summary our recommendations are^ therefore, as follows :— 

(i) The two flupplementary nxims should be immediately 
converted into book-stores and an anneic to the eouth-eastem 
quadrant should be built, the total cost being approximately 
£ 19 , 500 . 

(ii) Building at Hendon ahonid be begun forthwith with 
a view to the concentration there of the whole Newspaper 
Department; the total cost of tbia part of the scheme wonld 
be £70,000, of which £30,(MX) should be provided in the 
course of the next financial yeitr, 

(ill) The recon struct bn of the Iron Library should be 
begun as soon as possible and should be prc^esdvely carried 
out over a period of from 12 to 15 years; the first portion 
of this scheme to be undertaken would he the provigion of 
the annex to the south-eastern quadrant ]ust referred to. 

We believe that our proposals summarised above^ which are 
estimated to cost in all about £283,500, apread over 12 to 15 
years, ore considerably more economical than those which were 
under discussion prior to our investigations. Ex|>en(liture 
estimated at £7BjOOO to provide two additionnl storey a 
to the quadrants will be deferred for 50 years or so. 
Moreover, we are of opinion that, if our proposals are carried out ^ 
the expense of encaaing the cast-iron supports to the dome o( the 
Reading Room, forming a second ring wallj a step involved in a 
previous suggestion, need not be incnired. 

We have confined ourselves here to the question of the Library 
because the golution of that question admits of no delay. At 
the same time we feel bound to point out that the congestion in 
the I^partment of Ethnography is very serious. The display 
galleries for these invaluable collections, as well as the storage 
allotted to them in the pneral basement of the building, aro 
at presaut filled to saturation. Indeed, we are in agreement with 
the Ciouncil of the Royal Anthropological Institute when they 
emphasise " the fact that the present position of Ethnography 
in the National Museums of Xjondon is a grave reproach to our 
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9t»ndiDg flinong other nntions." Ab the Coundl of that lastitate 
also obscn'c, " this Bubjeet ifs given less attention in the capital 
city of the British ILmpire than it is in eountiies which have 
far fewer responsibilities, or even none at all, towards uncivil¬ 
ised and alien peoples/'('5 We shall revert to thiB question in 
oiir Pinal Report. 

33. The British Museum of Natural History.— (1) Tn the 
jJiemorandiini submitted to the Royal Commission by the Director 
of the Natural History Museum on behalf of the Trustees, very 
particular attention is devoted to the question of acixitnmodation. 
The representations there made might be sunimariBed as 
follows :— 

(i) The Museum is in general congested in all its depart¬ 
ments and sub-departments, the sole exception being the 
New Spirit Building: this provides room, not only for the 
eotlectiouE which it was originally planned to contain and 
which it now houses, but also for such expansion of these 
collections as can reasonably be anticipated during 25 years 
und jKwibly longer. " Among these collections alone in 
the Museum is tliere no congestion/' 

(ii) The immediate and urgent needs of the Museum are 
(rt) incrensed accommodation for the Department of Ento¬ 
mology, ib) a new room for the exhibition of Whales. 

(iii) The exhibition galleries are overcrowded and more 
space is needed for exhibition purposes. 

(iTj It would be sound policy to regain the valuable 
exhibition apace used for the storage of mammals and birds 
'* by removing these eollectiana to new buildings of the 
type of the New Spirit Building, where convenient studies 
would be available for the staff and others working on the 
collections, and room for the expansion and proper arrange¬ 
ment of the collections would bo provided/’ 

(v) The General Library and Departmental Libraries are 
congested and inconvenient. 

(vi) The preponderating importance of the research aspect 
of the Museum ought to be borne in mind whenever any 
considerable extension of the Museum is taken in hand. 

(vii) A Lecture Theatre is an important need. 

In our judgment the accommodation claims of the Museum 
.Authorities, as summariBed above, are substantially juBtified. 
As the Royal Society point out in the mcmoniiidum which they 
submitted to us ; " The function of the Natural History Museum 
is not merely to display such representative specimens of its 
ooJIeetiOfis as will attract and educate the interest of the public 

' Sw the memoTiDdum and etidtncB at the Coannl of tfao Boyol Amljroiw- 
l4^»| InstitnLff. ^ 

* p -n- 
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visitor, but to bouse safely, to clasaify, to identify and to invcsti* 
gate the vast and growing mass of specitnens which provide the 
standard for national and imperial reference on all questions of 
systematic biology.'* In its present congested condition the 
Natiiml History Museum is unable adequately to fulfil its func¬ 
tion, and we agree with Sir Arthur Keith, who gave evidence 
before us on behalf of the Hoyal Society, that the need for 
remedying the present condition of things is urgent. (*) 

The problem before us has been how best to meet the needs 
of the Museum from the standpoint of its function as defined 
above, and at the same time to reconcile those needs as well as 
may be with present financial exigencies. 

The Site. 

(21 Plans for the future extension of the Natural History 
Museum have hitherto envisaged the continuation of the present 
building by an Eastern and a Western Wing, The northern por¬ 
tion of the Western Wing has in fact already been begun, and 
consists of the first section of the New Spirit Euilding. The 
northern portion of the Eastern Wing will in due course comprise 
the new Geological Museum with wdiich we deal hereafter. If the 
Eastern and Western Wings were to be continued and com¬ 
pleted, expensive double-frontages would be involved, and the 
total cost of building would, we understand, be not less than 
£<500.000. 

In this connexion it should be noted that the North Side 
of the Muaeum is occupied by a number of temporary buildings, 
by sand pits and fan chambers, and by a building known as 
the Oil! Spirit Boom. Other parts of the area are not occupied 
at all. In abort, the North Side of the Museum is not only 
in our view misused from the standpoint of waste of space but 
presents a spectacle of disconnected buildings, distingniahed 
mainly for their nglinew and squalor. 

We find that on this site there could in duo course bo erected 
a self-contained block of buildings providing a total area of 
76,600 square feet. If the whole of this block were built (as 
shown in Plan 1 annexed to this Beport) the Old Spirit Room 
and some at least of the temporary bmldinga referred to above 
would have to come down. In their place could be provided, 
not only ample accommodation for the exhibition of Wliales and 
their study, nlready mentioned as an urgent need, but top-lighted 
gallenes. Library and Refreshment Rooms, a Staff Common 
l^ra, etc,, affording substantial relief to the general congestion 
of the Musenm. The contents of the Old Spirit Room wonM 
uii^r this scheme be accommodated in an extension of the New 
Spirit Building referred to in paragraph (3) below. The omit of 
the whole block when completed is estimated at £156 000 but as 


See Sir Artliur Kcith'i evldeniie, answen to qaeaiioni lG(i9-^I674. 
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will be seen when we come to deal with the Whale Room we 
regard only a portion of this as inunediately urgent, 

The Enttmiologieai Depariitienit 

(3) The first and moat urgent requirement is to relieve the 
intolerable congestion in the Etitomological Deportment, at 
present situated in the front basement of the west side of the 
Museum and largely housed in what should be corridors, No 
department is more used by investigators, and in none is the 
working apace more inadequate, consisting mostly of tables, 
cramped among cabinets wherever there is a w'indow available. 
The reserve collections are overflowing. 

The immense importance, from a purely economic aspect, of 
Entomtjlpgy (embracing the study of insect pests) hardly needs 
emphasis, \\'e have been furnished by the Empire Marketing 
Board with correspondence which has passed between them and 
the Ministi^- of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Colonial Office, 
the Imperial Bureau of Entomology (which has its headquarters 
in the Museum) and the Medical Beaearcb Council, The 
representation as to the urgent need for increased accommoda¬ 
tion available for the Entomological Department of the Museum 
contained in ^Is correspondence is unanimous. As the Director 
of the Imperial Bureau of Entomology points out: It is not 
generally appreciated how directly dei'iendent is economic ento¬ 
mology upon that side of the pore science which is concerned 
with the classification of insects and the description of new 
species^—the principal function of a Museum.*' 

Here, as in other departments of the Museum, the new 
accommodation required Is for proper storage-space for the 
reserve collections and, adjoining it, a series of workrooms for 
the staff and those who come to stndv the collections. These 
rooms should each serve one section'of the collections, with 
good window space for microscopic work. This is the principle 
on which the portion of the New Spirit Building alreadv in 
esjsterice was design gd. 

An appropriate site for the Building would be on the western 
Mde of the Museum contiguous to the rooms now aEsigned to 
Entomology, As ahown on Plan 1 annexed to this Report 
It would run back from the Tower and. when complete, link 
up with the New Spirit Building recentlv erected. The total 
cost of snch a block would, we understand from the Office of 
*^\orka, amount to £9o.000. But in the first mstance present 
requirements would be satisfied by the pnoviaion of half the 
building at a cost estimated as £50,000. The site in question 
however, 13 now occupied by the Whale Room, a terntwrary’ 
gaivani^-iron building erected some 30 years ago, the removal 
of wmeh has long been in contemplation and ia regarded both 
by the Inisteeg and by our selves as urgently required. 
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On the neiiioval cf the Old Spirit HoorDt as contemplated 
above, an exteheion of the New Spirit Building to the weat 
will needed to house its contents. The ground for this exten¬ 
sion is now vacant and we understand that, in order to relieve 
the congestion in the Entomological Department, the Empire 
Alarketing Board made in December last a grant to the Museum 
authorities within a maximum of £30,000, on condition that it 
be expended on an extension of the New Spirit Building lo 
be used in the first instance to bouse the excess of the Entomo¬ 
logical Collections until the appropriate Building can be erected 
adjacent to the present Entomological Departnaeut, This exten¬ 
sion is now in progress. On the completion in the future of 
the first half of the propoMci block for Entomology the Collec¬ 
tions temporarily housed in this extension to the' New Spirit 
Building would be removed to it, and the space thus set free 
would become available for the contents of the Old Spirit Boom. 
To house these completely, a small further addition to the exten¬ 
sion would Ih> necessary, 

Nevf Whaie ccommocfutton. 

{4) A new room for the exhibition of whales, with a biiaement 
beneath to pronde space for the study series, is an equally 
urgent need. The present galvanised-iron building is most 
unsatisfactory sia an exhibition gallery and affords no facilities 
for the stafi and for study. In this Department also of the 
Museum scientific investigation and economic interests are in¬ 
separable. Thus, the results of the voyage of the Royal Heasarch 
Ship *' Discovery “ in the Antarctic are now being worked 
out in a temporary building adjoining the Museum. " As the 
result of the work of this ship on the movements and habits of 
whales it is hoped to take effective measures to prevent their 
extinction and the threatened ruin of the whaling induatry.**(') 
\ye consider, in sil the circumatances, that a new Whale Room 
with adequate facilities for exhibition, for study and for storage 
is an urgent requirement. We further consider that the most 
suitable and economical situation of the new Wbale Room would 
be on the north side of the Museum iu the block already 
described in paragraph (2). But in the first place it would 
only be necessary to provide half of the acconunodation for 
w'hales that is ultimately contemplated. The cost of this first 
half would, we understand, not exceed £34,000. 

At this point it will be convenient to summarise the financial 
implications of our ptoposala in respect of new Entomology 


SeulboincinoTaoduin submitted on bebsif of tbe TrasCefn of tbo Nituril 
History MuKuin pnnIod with tbs DJn-ctor's CTidoneo, uod alsotbe memonuKluui 
by Mr. M. A. C. Umton, Deputy Keopor of the Departinent of Zoology. 
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^ccoDimodatioii, new Wbale Boom aeconimoilatioit and an 
e^cteDsion of tb^ New Spirit Building. These are as follows x— 

£ 

(a) Half Entomology (Western Block) ,,, SOpOOD 

(b> Half W'hale Room accommodation (Northern 

Block) ,,, __ g_i U00 

(c) New Spirit Buibling extension.., ,,, 49,000 


Total ... ,,, ^133p000 


^133.000 fails to be deducted the grant of 
Adu,(^ Which has already been made by the Empire Marketing 
^ard, BO that the total amount of new money to be found for 
these purposea is represented by ;fil03.000. 

lidiitf of cowjestion in the DepaHment of Geology, 

(S) Next in order of ui|;ency we consider to bs the relief of con- 
gestmn in the Department of Geology, At first it appeared to 
Me Commission that the commencement of a part of the Eastern 
Wing would be necessary at an estimated cost of some £74,000. 
riirther consideration, however, has led us to propose a plan 
by which we believe that any further building on the eastern side 
can be postponed for a considerable time. Many geological 
specimens in the reserve collectiotis consist of very large and 
heavy ^nes of extinct mammals, reptiles, etc., which would be 
^nveniently housed in the basement. At present the eastern 
half of the basement of the Museum is so inconveniently eon- 
Btrueted and so hadly ventilated that it has never been fully 
utilised. We thought it our duty to explore all possibilities for 
the better use of the exiating building before beginninif asv 
external additions to it. The Western half of the basement is 
fully used by the Zoological Departments, but there is still 
unused space in the eastern half. We believe that the scheme 
for the extension of the Geological Dejwrtment proposed in a 
Report made to us by Sir Richard Glazebrook and Sir Henry 
Miers in ootiaultation with the Museum Authorities will meet 
the needs of the Department for some time to come. It involves 
not only some rcconstruetion in the basement, a scheme of 
ventilation, the furnishing of a lift and small crane and some 
special fittings, but also a large increase of storage space by 
means of galleries in existing workrooms on the south side of 
the Museum, the construction of new workrooms on the north 
tbe itiain floor p liiid the conversion of onCi, if not 
of the preftent fossil exhibition galleries into storaM spnee for 
reserre collectione. The total ultimate cost of this scheme 
would, we understand from the Chief Architect of the Office 
of W orks, not exceed £30.000; and of that part of the scheme 
which we think ahonld be set in hand at the earliest nossible 
moment p £20,500, ^ 
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(6) It will thuB be percieived that tbe net co&t of ow recom- 
Diendations in respect of tbe most urgent needs of the Hoturftl 
History Moseun^ amounts approximately to Bbou-t £123* *500 
{£103^000 in reapect of Entoinology* Whale Eoom and the New 
Spirit Boom estenaioGB plus £20*500 in respect of Geology)* while 
the total cost of our recommendations would liofc involve expendi¬ 
ture esceeding £247,500.{*) This schsme postpones for a con- 
sidemble period the need for the completion of the Eastern and 
Western Wings, The construction of those wings will no doubt 
be required some time in the future i meanwhile we consider 
that our suggestions will go far to relieve the preaent coDgestion 
of the Maeeiii£n+ to farther the cause of biological study and to 
improve the facilities for the public, 

34. The Husfium of Practical Geology.— (1) On the 26th 
April, 1898, the Select Cotnniittee on the Museums of ths Science 
and Art Dci>artmeat ununimously recommended in their First 
Report '' that the Geological Mueeum in Jennyn Street be no 
longer occupied for the same purposes as now; and that the 
Collections there exhibited be removed to the west aide of 
Exhibition Koad and made part of the Science Collections/' 
The recommendation w‘nis not ciLrried out. and in 1911 the De¬ 
partmental C<jiiimittee on the Science Museum and the Geo¬ 
logical Museum (generally knowm aa the Bell Committee) again 
took the matter up. This Committee reported that the Geo¬ 
logical Survey and Museum of Practical Geology were cturnped 
by the limitatbn of the Jermyn Street building* and that the 
Survey Office and the Museum should be kept together in a 
i^epanite building and should be transferred to ^uth KetiBsngton 
in immediate proximity to the other great Museums there. The 
Ckjmmitlee expressed the belief that, taken in conjunction with 
nn enlarged and re-organised Science Museum, such a step would 
be of incalculable benefit alike to Intellectual progresa and to 
industrial development. In a subsequent Report in 1012 
the same Committee approved of a sebeme for the erection of a 
bmlding on the Natural History Museum site to form part struc¬ 
turally of the Natural History Museum and to be brought Into 
direct communication on its north side with the Science Museum 
They were further of the opinion that there was? no unnecessary 
overlapping with either of those Museums. Thirty years have 
now elapsed since the Select Committee reported to the House 


’ Ijq. £103,000 in raipeet fanlf Wh&k Room, half EntomDidgy ^nd 
Building exteDBion; £1^,000 In i^Apect of ihn rest of tbe Nortlim] Block (ie» 
half T¥nalle Boom) ; £2D*&00 in mpect of Departoient of Goolo^. 

* In a letter addemed to the C-ommifAioQ bj ia^i InstitnUoa of Mining and 
MeuUnr^ on the 20th Fehriia^^ 1020, the iE^OBtrial utility of the MoBeora ia 
BoccincUy BumniHriAGd: *'Tho Mimenm » one of Pj^ctioaJ Geology xnd iw aiich 
\ii qf amble Bflrtifics te nngiiaHStiydipged in mining and quAiryiDg ; in water 
■opply and in eDgineeriQg worki LnTolving Ixmnellibg and niipport 

of Btrtiqtasf^ t to mqt&Uargutfi ; hut ont IhaI to (Bee 

thi^ document publuihod in the Tolumo of evidence mod memoranda.) 
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of CotnnionSi aod still the Geological Museum remaitis in 
Jermyn Street tiivder conditions quite deplomble and indeed 
dangerous. The rooft which is in a dilapidated oonditioa^ is at 
present supported by a massive temporary wooden structure, 
which renders a great part of the e^Ehibition space quito unsuitablcT 
and the walls are developing serious signs of weakness* * Tenure 
of part of the adjoining premises occupied by the Geological 
Sur\^ey staff will expire in 1932. The progreBs of the Survey 
is greatly hampered by the congested conditions under which 
scientific men have to work. The general public^ whoae atten¬ 
dance before the War numbered over 50^000 a year, appear to 
have been so discouraged by the constant closing of the bnildiug 
for structural repair that their attendance dropped in 1927 to 
about 21,000, 

(2) We are of opinion that the site designated for the I!^Iuscum 
by the Bell Committee, which lies at right-angles to the norih 
east corner of the j^Jatural History Museum, contiguous to that 
Museum^ the building being connected with the Eastern Block 
of the Science Museum by a bridge, is in every way appro¬ 
priate. (*) The situation of the Museum here hsis been endorsed 
by all the Government departments c?one:crned.(*) 

(3) We have very carefully considered the question of the 
character and cost of the proposed Museum, and have examined 
various ulternativea In all the circtiinatancea the scheme which 
W 0 unanimously recommend for adoption is that originally out¬ 
lined by the Bell Committee, as siibaequeptly modified by the 
Office of Works in consultation with the Museum authorities. 
The proposed building will consist of four floors with a basement 
beneath. 'The gallery or exhibition s[Nicc will be on three floors, 
while the top floor wdll be reser^^ed solely for research by the 
staft of the Survey and by atudcule. A top-lighted roof and 
eentral well will give the maximum amount of light to all these 
floors. As at present contemplated, the exhibition on the groimd 
floor will illustrate general principles and accommodate large 
apecimena. The first floor will illustrate Stratigraphical Geology, 
the second floor the economic aspects of geology* while the top 
floor, aa already stated, will be reserved for study and for the 
reserve cclleciions; this latter floor will, iu fact, owing to the 
absence of exhibition cases, accommodate three times as mucli 
material aa the real of the l^iruseiim. The projKJscd arrange¬ 
ment, which provides for less, though better-designed display 

^ Far the puitiaa of the O«ologiaal Mudegm see Plan 1 (nttichiNl ^ t^u 
Export) of Biatory 

* The Treuarj, O^ca of Work*, Depirtmcab of ^vioDtlfio and ladtutrml 
and im Traatoes of the Britiib Moa^niu, In ua ikjisfwor given Ln 
Parlifltti&bt OD tho 22iid Docomber refejiriiig to nrgent repnsHnUtioni 
mido by aa to the ChinoolloT of the Exetiequer tbac ih^ present eonditionA m 
Jetmyn Street are BMatiafRctoty from eveiy poiat of view and that tbe tramrer 
of tbe Geolwcal ^loaenm to sa appropriiito site Lo Soatb Komiagtoti shanld 
bt i]iad& mt t&e £9ir1iest cQcivepitint motoent, it was stated that tbe Obancellnr 
endorsed the Ooiqmissian'a view and bopod to give effect to it as »oou aa 
financial ofrenmitaiioei permiltsd. 
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Qu the e!chjbitioi:i floora, and at the game time for greittly 
proved facllitiefi for atorage and study, is in accordance v^ith 
the best modem ideas of Mu^tim organ isation. 

(4) The fichemej as originaily before the Treasury, was esti¬ 
mated to cmt £260,000. We have fiinoe, however, been in¬ 
formed by the Office of Works that, in view of present and pro¬ 
spective falls in bnildiog prices ^ the cost of the scheme should 
not eicceed £220^000. The problem of finance in the case of the 
Geological Museum is relatively a simple one owing to the great 
value of the present site in Jermyn Btrcet which belongs to the 
Crown. Aa soon as this site has been set free by the removaJ 
of the Afuseum to the South Kensington site, the ^mmissioners 
of Crown Lands will be able to relct it at an immensely en¬ 
hanced annual rent. This rent will enure to the Sxchecjuer as 
in the case of other Crown Lands revenues, and in the circum- 
stances we doubt if in the end the transfer of the Museum to 
South Kensington will actually impose any appreciablfl burden 
on the taxpayer. 

35. The Kational Portrait Gallery* —An eiktension of the 
Rational Portrait Gallery is urgently required. The need for 
such eitenejon has been recognised for many years. The pre¬ 
sent building was opened to the public on April 4, 1896. forty 
years alter the foundation of the Galle^y^ and the new accom¬ 
modation only just siifilecd to display the 1,036 portraits which 
had then been brought together. Between 1896 arid the pre¬ 
sent time the Collection ha* appro^^imately doubled. The Gallery 
authorities have endeavoured to meet a situation which from 
the first hag been diSicuH and unsatisfactory, ns best they could, 
by various devices, e^g-r hy eteeting screens, by blocking dtiors 
and windows to make additionni wall space, by traiisferriug 
an increasing number of pictures tio the Rcfcrsincc Section. The 
present situation calls urgently for redress. The wrUb of all 
the galleries ajre excessivsly crowded; the smaller portraits are 
hung in three and sometimeB four rows, of which the top row is 
far above the line of sight. 

We recommend that the exteneiem of the Gallery towards the 
wcrI on the site reserved for such extension, as shown in Plan 
2 which accompanies this Beport, should be set in hand 
forthwith. The proposals for extension submitted hy the Office 
of Works contemplate a wing 110 feet in length, consisting of 
three flo<prs and a basement. This extension will, tve under¬ 
stand, provide the wall space required for the adequate exhibi¬ 
tion of the present collection, together with room reckoned to 
provide for additions for perhaps fi^een years.(^1 We agree with 
the Director in thinking that it is essential that some space in 
the contemplated new wing should be kept psrmftnently free for 
temporary exhibitions, e.g.p exhibitions to celebrate any irajxjrtant 
centenary, or exhibitions chosen from the exifiting collect Lon as 


^ Sefl fl:Tia&nM of tho Director, Utke, ■niwer to quntbn 2562. 
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a lueiuia of luuttiug the aiina and cooients of the Gallery more 
widely known. (') Detailed ptaiia for the beut uiilLaatbn of lbs 
new spMe can bo settled most cfTectivsly between the Gallery 
autboritJea and the Office of Works. We understand that tiie 
cost of the proposed new extenakm mil not exceed it'dtbOOO, 

36. The Science ]Cuseum.~\Ve have briefiy referred in pam* 
graph 13 to the conipreheDsive sclienie for the development of 
the Science Mussnm, ontlined in the Hepoi t of the Dsjjartmental 
Committee presided over by Sir Hugh B-l\ in 1011-12. We 
fihall f3eal iii our Final Ile|xsrt with tlie Science Museum as a 
whole. Meanwhibj we think that the completion of the Con¬ 
ference Eooin, forming part of the Eastern Block, whoultl be 
carried out at the earliest possible date. W‘e understand that 
thf3 cost of this work would be £3,000. 

37^ The Ifational Library ol Scotlaiidv —(1) In paragraph 20 
we have briefly descirihcd the origin and development of the 
Library and its transfonnation from the Library of the Faculty 
of Advocates into the National Librarj' of Scotland. It is tieces- 
sary to bear the hi^^toiy^ of the library m mind in order to 
apprehend fully the aecoiiimodation problem with which we are 
here (joncerued. By Section 6 of the National Library of Scot¬ 
land Act, 1925, the Board of tbe National Ijibrary and the 
Faculty are to make from time to time joint regulations on 
matters of common interest. By Section 8 of the same Act 
a suitable allocation of the existing premises wae to be made 
as between the Faculty mid the National Library, and when 
premises for the permanent accommodation of the Library have 
been provided .... the existing premises, as the same may 
have been reconstructed, extended and adaptedp shall he aJIo^ 
caletl between the Faculty and the Commissioners of WorkR for 
the IIof the Bfjard/^ It thus appears that by legislative en- 
artnient the interests of the Nniional Library and of the Fikrulty 
are int^erlocked. Nor, in our opinion, even if there were no 
Act of Parliament, could the strong weight of tradition and 
sentiment be ignored : with the question of convenience we 
deal hereafter. 

(2) The present accommodation of the National Library can 
only bs described as ebaotje and inadequate. The buildfiig in 
which the Library is boosed adioina the Parliament House and 
the public entrance to the Librarj' lies through the Parliament 
Hall. The building dates in the main from IWB, with ndditlon.s 
made in 1882 ind IS96, and further Rmall addition^ or modifica¬ 
tions since that date. The best room of the 18SG building has 
been retained (by agreement) by the Faculty of AdvcN^ates, to¬ 
gether with a reading room leading out of it. The present public 
reading room ia perhaps not inadequate for the relatively small 
number of readers who at present make use of the Library. On 


^ S(?e dtiduHco of tbe Director, muwer to qnMtioa 2672 . 
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the other hand, the long tcwid, known aa the Laigh Parliament 
Honse, which itself h situated beneath the Parliament Hall* 
cannot from the chajacter of its cooiistnietioQ be regarded ae 
satisfactory for the eadiibitioti of iaaiius[:riptfl, charters and in¬ 
teresting hooks; while a considerable part o£ the space avail¬ 
able for the storage of books i& subterranean, maze-like^ and in 
Lertoin cases not free from actual damp. The present manu¬ 
script room, containing priceless treasures, a number of w^hicb 
have recently been given by Ijord Bosebery, Is inudequate. 

(3) On February' ISth, lb26, Sir ’\\ aker Scott made the follow- 
ing entry' in hie Journal : 

Attended a meeting of the Faculty about our new 
LibraryH I spoke—saying that I hoped we would now at 
length act upon a general plan, and look forward to com¬ 
mencing upon ^ch a scale as would secure us at least for 
a century^ against the petty and partial management^ whicli 
we have hitherto thought audloieni^ of fitting up one room 
after another. Diaconnected and distant, these havo been 
costing large sums of money from lime to time, all now 
thrown away. We are now' to have space enough for a 
very' large range of buildings,ivhicb we may execute in a simple 
taste, leaving Government lo ornament "them if they shall 
think proper—olhenvise^ to be plain, modest and handsome, 
and capable of being executed by degrees and in such pro¬ 
portions as eonvenienGe may admit of/' 

Again on December 15, 1827, Sir Waiter Scott enters in his 
/oumai: 

'' I miaaed an appointmenl, for which 1 am very sorry. 
It was about our Advocates Libra^ which is to be rebuilt. 
During all my life we have mismanaged the large funds 
expended on the rooms of our Library^ totally tuistaking the 
objects for wdnch a Library is built ~ and instead of taking a 
general and steady view of the subject, patching up dis¬ 
connected and iJJ-sixed rooms, totally unequal to answer the 
socommodation demanded, and bestowing an absurd d^ree 
of ornament and finery upon the internal fiuiahing. All 
this should be reversed. The new Idbrary should be 
calculated upon a plan which ought to suffice for ail the 
nineteenth century at least, and for that purpose should 
admit of being executed progressively: then there should 
be no ornament other than that of strict architeolural pro¬ 
portion and the rooms should be accessible one through 
another, bat divided with so many partitions os to give 
ample room for shelves. These small rooms would also 
facilitate the purpses of study. Something of a loungiug 
room would not be amiss, which might serve for meetings 
of Faculty occasionally. I ought to take some interest in all 
this, and T do. So 1 will attend the next meeting of the 
Committee.'' 
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It is cle^ that tbe bubdiug of 1636 did uot at all anawei tbe 
euda of a great Librai^' bujlding, so brilliantly sketched by 
Sir Walter Scott. A century Las passed since Sir Walter penned 
these entries, and bis observations are as applicable to-day as they 
were in 18'27. 

(4) The munificent benefaction of bJr Alexander Grant, wiio, 
in June, 1^23, made a gift of £100,000 to provide for the 
administration of the Ldbrary, and the Luuriston bequest of 
some £70,000 to £80,000 to be used for the purchase of books 
and manuscripts. Lave gone far to meet the udministrative and 
purchase needs of the Ijibrary. Adequate iiceoniiuodation is, in 
our opinion, norv urgently required to enable the Library to 
fulfil its function in the life of the nation. Indeed, in anticipation 
of the transfer of the Library to the nation, plans were prepared. 
This scheme as submitted to us by the Office of Works coutem- 
plates a building on the immediately adjoining site which is 
mainly occupied by the Sheriff Court House. We have already 
referred to the intimate connexion between the Faculty of 
Advocates and the National Library, and for this reason, if for 
no other, we are of opinion that the site suggested is appropriate. 
But there are further rcflsons to which we attach great import¬ 
ance. The Library is at present situated in tho centre of the 
academic quarter of the city. Nearby or immediately adjoining 
are the LDiversity, the RoyaJ Scottish Museum, the Heriot 
Watt College, the Signet Library, and the Library of the 
Solicitors to the Supreme Court. Further, its proxunity to tlie 
Law Courts is of great practical advantage, neudering it possible 
to obtain, on a few minutes' notice, for the service of the Court 
on the hearing of a cause, important books of reference, maps 
and kindred documents. Even if a suitable site were available 
elsewhere, we think that it would be a mUtake to remove an 
Institution which, whatever its present accommodation defects, 
is at least situated so appropriately. Moreover, part of the 
existing accommodation could be utilised for purposes of book 
etoragej if the new building is erected on the site of the present 
Sheriff Court House. (') 

(5) The scheme as originally planned by the Office of Works 
in 1925 contemplated a new building which would make 
immediate provision for 1,500,000 volumes in addition to the 
750,000 volumes aheody in the possession of the Library, The 
Office of Works have, however, prepared an alternative scheme 
which would have the advantage of euabling the building to be 
oonstTuct-°d m three portions, 

Uuder this scheme the first portion of the building would pro¬ 
vide accommodation for some SO years and would coat from 
£180,000 to £200,000 (to which must be added the expense of 


1 S(ee SiW Fkq of Nstioiul Libniy (Pba 3) feimexed to tbii R«p9rU 
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providing a new Sheriff Court Hou&e, except m so ae that 
might be recovered Eroni the Court House Commiesioners), We 
have examioed the sketch pjang of the proposed new bidding 
and we are of opinion that the proposal now submitted by the 
Office of Works would provide the National Library of Scotland 
with a buUdbag both dignified in appearance and effective in its 
capacity and in its amenities from the standpoint of the public. 
We do not feel it is the duty of the present generation to provide 
for all the needs of the next century, but we think (as Sir 
Walter Scott thonght a century ago)p tbat, while providing 
adequately for the present needs and immediate future of a gimt 
Library^ it is desirable to bear in mind the possible needs of 
posterity^ 

(6) Wts accordingly recommend that the scheme described 
above, which commends itself to the Governing Board of th€ 
Library, should be set in hand at the earliest ixesible nioment. 
We have already referred in paragraph 31 to the generous gift 
which l^as been made by Sir Alexander Grant of £100,000 
towards the cost of the new bnildiogi subject to certain con¬ 
ditions. (*> One of these conditions is that the new buildiog 
should he erected " oii the existing site and an adjacent site 
fronting and having n public entry from George IT Bridge and 
cornmnnieating directly with the buildings in which the National 
Library (formally the Advocates' Library) is ut present housed 
Before the new bniiding can be begun p it will be necessary to 
make provision for the Sheriff Court House elsewhere, and we 
trust that the negotiations between the appropriate authoritieH 
to effect this purpose will be pushed through with all posaible 
despatch. Some years must necessarily elapse before the new 
scheme can be completed. The cost which will dcvolv^e upon the 
Exchequer in respect of the whole scheme will be : Co) the 
cxpetifie of providing a new Sheriff Court House, leas the contri¬ 
bution from the Court Houee Commissiotiera; ib) assurning that 
the coat of the new National Tjibrary building will be £'2tKl,(KX), 
half that Hum, Sir Alexander Grant finding the other half; (c) 
when the scheme is completed, the cost of providing an inevitable 
and justifiable increase in respect of administration and mainten¬ 
ance^ In this connexion we feel bound to point out that, in our 
opinion, the present staff of the National Library la inadequate. 

38. The Royal Scottish Museum,—(1) In the case of the 
Royal Scottish Musenm the immediate question for solution has 
been the safety of the building from the standpoint first of fire 
risk and E&condly of structural stability* We understand that 
this question has been under consideratioti for ^ome years past* 


■ For Bit Alfriaader gUt und tb^ coadJtic^Dft it inched to it, kc tbe 

eTideuisof lb« n^preKdleitiTcAof the Nitionil libfirj, piibiiahed in the Tdlucn? 
which leconpAiuH thii Report, 
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The poHitioD as it now presents may be described shortly 

08 follows — 

if tho iioyaJ hieottish Museum were being built to-day^ it 
wouJd be coDstrud^ in fire-reaisting materials throughout, 
Becent esttensions of the building, notably those designed to 
give space far tlie Natural History Dopartments^ are so con¬ 
struct^^ The existing structure {exclusive of the new portions 
just referred to) was completed between lb66 and 1888. If 
the main portion were to be reconstructed in accordance with 
modern ideas, we auderstimd that the cost involved by such a 
acheme would amount approximately to £190,000. We have 
very carefully considered whether any immediate necessity 
renders such an expenditure desirable at the present time^ and 
we have reached the oondnsion that, having regard to alt the 
circumstances, no such neceadty exists. 

(tS) As regards the stability of the structure we have taken 
the advice of Sir Alfred Ewing. In a report, with which he 
has been good enough to furnish us, Sir Alfred Ewing states 
that there ia not, in my opinion, tlie smallest justification for 
condemning this stnietune on grounds of stability, or of suggest¬ 
ing that it is, or is likely to become, dangerous,” 

(3) Apart, l>owevcT, from any question of structural etiibilityv 
it k clear from, the rej^orte which have received from the 
Office of Works and the Engineer and Firemaster of the Corpora* 
tion of the City of Edinburgh, that the general construction of 
the building cannot be regarded m being Jn accordonce wdth 
modern fire-resisting standards, and an outbreak of fire which 
asi^umed oerious dimensionE might have grave consequences. 
At tlie same titne^ we have no reason to think that the risk 
of $uch an outbreak is other thao remote, particularly if certain 
precautionary mensures recommended by the Edinburgh Cor* 
poration ofhciala are carried out. The Office of Works have 
considened these rccommendationfl, and have prepjvrcd a ^heme 
for internal alterations and improvenieDts, into the details of 
which we need not enter* It is estimated that the expenditure 
involved will be approximately .£30.000—£35,000. These pne- 
catifionary measures should, in our view\ be put in hand without 
delay, aa they will not only greatly improve existing faeilities, 
but nt the same time reduce such danger as may exkt. If this 
is done, we consider that any general scheme of reconstruction 
on modem fire-re^iisting lines may be postponed. We under¬ 
stand that none of the works now [proposed w^ould bo interfered 
with to any appreciable extent should it be found ncceBssry 
at a later date to carry through any more extensive reconstruc¬ 
tion of the older parts of the bnilding, 

Eflect ol the Financial Proposals. 

39* The lU't capital coat in respect of the building requires 
ments of the Institutions dealt with in the preceding paragraphs 
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32-38 amnauEits approximately to £779,000. This som is made up 
aa follows i -— 


British Museum, Bloomshury 
Katural History Museum 
Katioual Portrait Gallery ... 

Science Museum .. 

Hoyal Scottish Museum 
National Library of Scotland {less Sir A. 
Grant’s contribution but including cost 
of new SherifF Court Housel 


£ 

283.500 

247.500 
40,000 

3,000 

35,000 


170,000 


£779,000 


The Geological Museum has not been included in the above 
lUt because, for the reasons explained in paragraph 34, the transfer 
of this Miisettm to South Kensington should not ultimately 
impose any appreciable burden on the taxpayer. The net 
capital expenditure of £779,000 will be spread over a consider¬ 
able number of years: in the case of the British Museum, 
Bloomsbury, from 12 to 15 ye^s; of the Natural History Museum 
three to five years; the National Portrait Gallery two years; the 
Royal Bcottish Museum two years; the National Library of 
Scotland five to eight years. In other words the maximum 
burden in any one financial year should not exceed £130,000, and 
the average for the w'hole period would be some £52,000. 

In thus summariaing the financial effect of our proposals it is 
necessary to emphasise: 

(1) that the urgent needs of the Institutions in question 
represent arrears which have been steadily accumulating for 
many years past and particularly since the War; 

(2) that in making our recommendations we have had regard 
to the financial exigencies of the present time and have con¬ 
centrated solely on eSBential needs; 

(8) that by limiting the scope of oor recommendationa to im¬ 
mediate requirements, we have been able to make great reduc¬ 
tions in the expenditure which the larger and more comprehen- 
alve schemes, from time to time under conaidemtion before our 
inquiry, migbt have necessitated. We estimate that these re¬ 
ductions (') do not fall short of £800,000. 


* TbfM rednetioni uv da*, to t tm&U extent, to ■ £*U iu buildiag pwo**. 
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Summary of Ganera] (Joncluslona and BecommendatioDa. 

40, The general concluaiotis and recommendations in this fit*- 
port may be Bummarised as follows:— 

(1) The National Collections are unriTatJed in range, 
variety and value* Tbeir utility is far-reaching. It would 
be disastrous^ both from the standpoint of the education a] 
needs of the country and of the national prestigep if they 
were not liberally maintained and exhibited with dignity. 
(Paras. 4, 30 and 3lJ 

{2> The development of the National Museums and Gah 
Jerjes has not kept pace with the growth of population and 
with educational needs^ As compared with the devebp- 
ment of and expenditure on other aocial senices^ the growth 
of these Institutions has been severely checked, and economy 
has already been pushed beyond the point of prudent ad¬ 
ministration. (Paras. 38-31.) 

(3) The history of the origin and growth of the NatipuaJ 
MuseumB and Galleries shows that the high level of excel¬ 
lence attained has been due largely to the initiative and 
munificence of private persons. Both in enriching the cob 
lections and in providing increased and improved meiuis of 
exhibition, wealthy and public-spirited citizens render con¬ 
spicuous eervioe to the community. (Paras. 5-25 and 31J 

(4J The needs of certain of the Institutions are urgent, 
notably those of the British Museum (BloomsburyOt the 
Natural History Museum^ the Geological Museum, the 
Science Museum, the National Portrait Gallery, the Royal 
Scottish Museum, the Nationsi Library of Soolland. The 
urgent requirements of these Institutbus are dealt with id 
paras. 32-3Q* 

(5) Tho building requirements of the Institutions in ques¬ 
tion are the rosult of accumulated arrears. We have sur¬ 
veyed these arrears with a severe eye to economy* The 
recommendatbns made represent the irreducible minimntn 
of works which ought to be set in hand immediately. 
(Pam. 39,) 


so 


Obs^tvations tn (toncltiaioa. 


4L In thii4 Report we have rigidly mnfijied our reeooimenda 
tionfl to certain outstanding defects of accotnniodaticjn which we 
think ought to be remedied at the earliest possible moment. In 
order to reach oouduaione on the accomm^ation problems pre¬ 
sented by certain of the Institutions on the South Keusington site 
and by the Scottish Imtitutious^ the Commission resolved 
itself into two OonimitteeSp presided over respectively by Sir 
Eiehard Glazebrook and the Hon, Evan Charteris.C) 'I'he 
laboar^ of these Commitiee^ greatly facilitated our task in de¬ 
ciding ^vhich Institutions stood most urgently in need. Further 
defects of accommodation, which at a time of less fimandat strin¬ 
gency would be regarded as of immediate urgency, \ve leave over 
for couBideratioo in our Final Report. In that Report we shall 
deal at length with the various questions of policy aud principle 
which our Terms of Reference raise* * 

Meanwhile feel bound to say that tve are impressed by the 
isolation and lack of concerted elfort which characterise the 
present organisation of the National MEtseums and Galleries- 
The Governing Bodie^p whether Trustee or Depsitmentalp 
assisted by their experts* have conducted their affairs with an 
admirable zeal for the particular welfare of their own Institution. 
The magnificence of the Collections, literary, artistic and 
scientific, is doe very largely to their effotts* But^^ bound by a 
policy too individualistic and self-centred, they have failed to 
represeiit their case for assistance coherently and convincingly 
either to the Government or to the Pahlic- 

It la the duty of the Treasury to say No to proposals for 
increased expenditure unless they can be plainly mtd com- 
, prehensively justified. In the absence of concerted representa- 
I tion of the needs of the National Museums and Galleries or of 
I the great services which they render, the Treasury has discharged 
: its duty with rigour. 

The isolated policy pursued by the Institutions haa had other 
reactions. They have hitherto been unhelpfuJ to one another 
in the matter of Icmoa either for general or for particular 
oceasions. F ur therm ore > Tivhile we t.insider tluit the evils of over¬ 
lapping have been exaggerated,we think that the frontiefB in 
the caac of certain of the Imtitutiona might be more clejirly 
defined, and such definition cannot Hiiiogether be brought about 
' by the present caeual system of communication, nor by reliance 
on the differo] ion of function which in a nuntber of cases 



* The two CQnmmvi^ werw conitituted as 

t Rif TtichsrdGlawihtiMik, F.B,S. (ChAiriuAn),SLr MArtin Conwy, Dr. 
A. B. Cowky, Sip Lionel Bajle, Sit Henry Mier>s F,R.S., Sir Robert WitL Tht 
Se^Uh ! Th* Hon. Evan CkArterls, KrO. (Chiirmsn)^ Str Lionel 

Esrle, Sir ThoroAS F.R.S,, Sir Geoqgn MsedoQsld, Sir CnaitAiild 

Tbomdoo. 

* in partkalftr the obAerwitions of ^ir Frederick Kenyon in bis 

Tn&dqm submitted on beb^lf of the Trustees of the British and, of l^rd 

CfSwford in hii evidence. Answer to,question 1764. 




51 


claimed aa diatitigui^biug oixd collecibti Cmro another^ Agam, 
the Victoria and Albert Mu^um ie th€ only MtiBeum with n 
properJy organbied CireuJation Department for the purpose of 
making loans to Provincial Muesnms* The relations between 
the National and local Museums will be dealt with in oiir Final 
Report. Ijoans of objects of art abroad are in large measure 
restricted by Statute. The problem connected with ioana abroad 
is by no means an easy one p but in the case of the British School 
of Painting at least it is dilficult not to fee! that the policy has 
been too conservative and that the fame of British Art. has 
suffered as a consequence 

We conclude this, our Interim Repirt, with the earnest hope 
that speedy action will follow our specific recommendations on 
urgent practicat matters. 

All which we humbly submit for Your Majesty's graeious 
consideration. 

D'AnERNON. 

Evan CaAaTRiua. 

T. B. Heath. 

Lionel Eaele. 

R. T* Glazebhook. 

Geo. Macdonald. 

CODRTAULD THOMSON. 

Martin Conivay. 

Henry A, Mikrs. 

Robert Witt. 

A. E. COWLBY* 

John Beresfobd {S&cretafyjj 

J* R. Chambers {Assistant Secretaty), 

lat SeptembeTp 1928. 


1 B«e nmarki oa tbia aubjeot audft ill tb« m^mormoffam Boboiitted to tbe 
ftoyal OomnLituoD bj ’Sit. G, Aifekoa oa bebjd! ot thd TruirEm of tl» Tate 
Gulkiry printed with the eTidaaoe. On the Etneaiion of loaui abroad genermlij'p 
lee the evideiw of Lord Crawford and of Sir Cbarlea Rolmoa. 
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APPENBIS t. 


31EMC&A.VDUM 4Ci|l3CITTlC» BY TUK HofAl* SoCIKTy. 

(Tbe Council of tie Royal Society' appoiotod a apwial Committee to 
^ii9idcr tho Royal Cdtami£«ion^o QaeataonDaire^ The roport of this 
Comniitt^ KAA adopted by the Council vith minor additioiiB. aud ii 
given belowVjl 

^ues^tDA^ ^ 

(1) Tht pretent erganuation, and effieiencg af (A.« i5ei«n4ii/E« JUtiiewiiu 
froin rtfijtdp^inl «p4tinljy of te-teareh faeilitietf 

(2) (Ac cictron now ieittff taken to proitide in tkt Stitnee .Ifuxevm 
Mhtfaetory accommAfafion for the CQUeetiont, find Mier oiinor(uni(iei 
far Jtuden (i ; 

(3J the preaeat poiiiion at it afftrU Jitudcnif of (A« esittenee of tvo 
itpara^ Botonifal DejutHmrntt at ike Naturat HUtory Jftttcum and 
ifip Oardent. In (Aii fetnncziVn i( wiouU b« helpful if ike Royal 
Socttig vould okaeree on the Tteommendationt mode lu lAo KotonicoJ 
(7oinnii((«e in 1901; 

(4) (A« pr«ienl potHion ai i( affc#i i(ud«n(i of the teparate Depart- 
rebitinp to Oeolpg]/ uttd .Vinofaio^jf qf the yodiral Hietoru 
.IfttKnm and Osoiooieol Surrey Uuacwm fJermgn Sfcwt), partieutarty 
pcopoBii to retnoTt the Geologioai JfuMUfn to a 
«(e at S^th Kenaingten iefween fie A^rKuml JJijipn, Afuicutn nnd the 
JJujeiua; 

(j5) fAf (rue^fion of eo-ordinati<m i whether a greater meqjure of co- 
otd,ytton between Auth^tiea of the variou* Seitnee Muteuata eaald 
odvaTtogeoudy effected, together with auggtationi ni to the ekamtier 
0/ JU04 fe-eminafionp 

Rupjp: 

Ir RE«EAscn FaoiuTiii. 

In conaidoriiiK Uie pre««ot position and flfficidrtey o£ tbo Sciontific 
Miucunu from thn alamipomt of rcsonroh faciliticn, wo givvo q«r atteiw 
iiou pnncipallr to the nHcoict facilitiw at the Natural History Musomn. 
In tho ctuc of the GeoloRiral Surrey Mu«um tho niid*tioii ia neceHarily 
hound ..p with that of tho utRont need for ita rohouoiug, with wMoh 
wo deal aoparatoly. In the case of tho Science Mnaouni facillttM for 
TMoorch must, in the nature cF the cuBe, he less imperUnt, aince re- 
worch in the departmenU oF «ienee with which it doaU—Enirlneerintf, 
Phyaioo, Cfaotniatry—IS such lo can seldam bo carried out with musoun 
ippcimenii and harfly erer in a museum. Tho funetione of the Science 
Mnseutn are tnaiuly hatoneal and educational, with the loiter of which 
we deal sopwately. The function of the Natural History Munenm. e° 
if it* J*"™, ja not monly to display such reprcoontatire apocimeiM 
will attract and educate the interest of the public 
to elMify, to identify and to inreetiRate 
tho coat and Kfowing ma^ ef speeimena which pruride the standard for 

on oil queatiuns of aystematic hidogy. 
qoMtion oF researeh facilities, iu the Natural Hist^ 

whieh'^Th^Hoval''•'*<* special iuterert, and oa 
whieh tho Royal hiring no hinlogirt among it, o4n mem¬ 

ber*, would specially desire to henr the Boyal Society’s opinion. 

Tb^ NAitfiAts Hibtobt lihEcra^^tiu. 

(a) Reatareh faeditUa for the regular ataff of the Museum. 

5>n«uiu are to be ndeqnatoly used as n 
Bonroe of new knowledge, it is of the first importance that the member* 
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of the M 11:^11 ID EiaiF jUiouJd aJfdrilcd timo imd fftciUti^A for Qrig.iDil 
aj distingukLed from routing wprk^ whether t4«:^iiioaL at 
administrative, Oyt enquiries have satiafied us that the famJitiea at 
present nvaiJiible to the ataff of the Naturfki History Miiseutzi Hj-o not 
adequate in either respeet. M regards time, the diffioultj is due to 
i^e doflDiodcy in uumerical atren^h, which in certain departments Is 
barely sufficient for the rcutine duties, so that research with o view to 
onginal ocuitribntion^ to science must be uudertBken, if at all. outaiiin 
□menu irorhing hours. Under such conditions there is obviously no 
margin to allow for the ijraot of occasinnat leavo to a member engaged 
iq a partictila*- inYostigation, for the visits to foreign collections which 
are ^^scntiaJ to >clne kinds of systematio research^ or for auch occa- 
aionnl partieipntion in colleetmg and exploring expeditions os is likoly 
to be of grtEt value to the work nf the Museum os n whole. 

As regards other facilities, the principal lack is of adequate working 
room. Tho ^fuseum^ when built, was planned principally to nff^ 
opportunity for displaying to the public specimona suitable for tbit 
purpose^ Rosenrch hoe had to be housed largely in rooms and passages 
TOnstructod with other aims. We underatand that at least one room 
designed for and really needed for public exhibition haa had to be 
taken for staff work, and that in some departmqnte largo and importnut 
collections of apecimenj remain uuclaaeified and not readily aecessjfalo 
for scientific nse on oceannt of tho lack of space for their investigatioii. 

V? learned that in one department (EEitcmology) increased 

facilities are shortly to bn previdod with the aid of a grant from tho 
.Marketing Hoard, We dosire that tho attentieii of tho Eoyal 
CommiBaion should Ijc drawn to the need for inicrease in the financinl 
P™^*®ion tnqde for the Aruseom as e whole, so that other Departments^ 
the work of which may not make an appeal of so immediately practical 
a nature, may be given such increase of working rewm and of scioutifie 
^tBff os witl ennhlo the nationtreasury of systematic biology to be 
used to its full Klentilc value. 

(b) Factfifiej /or ofAer rcrenrrh iraikerK 

Suefa workers include profeasionsJ aysiem*tic biclogUti and others, 
such fis medical or ogrieiiltural experts from tbo tropica, and 
paljBontologiHta from nil parts of the world, who need to use the re- 
Miiror^ of the Museom in connection with some aapwta of their own 
mvectigationa^ 

Wo have heard on all hands oxpresaierLS of the warMost appreciation 
of the readinsaa of the .Musetim staff to assist the work of such viaitorc, 
and tq place at their disposal surh foclliticg os the Museum can olTarr 
Those, however, necessarily suffer from the limitations of the space auit- 
able for research, mantiooed abeve. 

(c) Foeififiej far aiwienii and umafFMr coJfce^ori. 

The information before u* sug^e&ta that these are reiativoly good, 
and wo have no mcasurea to suggest for their improremeut. 

2. TfiE SciExca MuaEtritf. 

Wo consider that " the steps now being takou to provide in the 
Science Museum suitable accommedatiou for the qoUactlons, and fuller 
opportunities for studanti/^ greatly iucrease tho value of the colbcliqn 
to the publ ie and tho general student,, and ore ad^uate for thia pur¬ 
pose. 

tqformation furnished by explanatory labelling of exhibits^ by the 
^aff avaijnhlq to anawer questions, and by tho ^Ide-lecturers, aeema 
to meet tho needs of a large proportion el those using the Museum, In 
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two wv boli^rc that tb® (sducratioiial yaiue of th& 

Mu^iicn could be incT¥09&cl at rolatiifci^ c«fc. 

(i> Wo bolkvo that a of more foTmAL lectero-deiiionBtr*- 

tfotis dL^Aling wiLh limitod p^arla of the coltoctiop^ bold in, * room 
lot n|uirt for the purpoio aod nddfBB&&d to itudoota of a more 
adTAOeod t^po than ihoBe for whom the j^uido-ieotutiera are pro- 
rid^, would }inve real edurationnl vehie. 

(Li) After the dose of the Wemble^y Exhibitionp the CoDijnittee 
whirh hod there orfeanlied the KisntLhe exhibit on Whnif of the 
Rovid Society presented a report to the BeeLety^o Oouncilp contain¬ 
ing the following rerotnmendAtlon ; — 

" It hos become evidontp froin the experience- at Wembley, tbot 
a tmnoilical epitoine cf i^ientihe pro^r-eaip in the form ef on 
exhibit so lip of nn authoritative nature eocIi na arrangement under 
the guidance of the Royal Socie^ eneureSp would be wckomed bj a 
large icetion of the ieientific and Konoral public. 

" The Director of Lho Bcionco ^[usenm haa iLLroad|' proposed, 
nnd it 1 $ hoped to make arrangomonti for^ the tmnsleT of iome of 
the experimeiitfl and apparatus from Wembley to the MI|fiOUln^ to 
jy?rve oq the nudeUB there of a permaiieiit exJiihit oF exporimE^ntal 
science. 

The egtabliahment of auch an exhibit la a step of great import¬ 
ance. ft cannot, however, ser^^e the- ftaiue purpose oa a periodical 
exbibiticn drawing its material froin the whnlo field of science and 
arranged to givo^ ou each occoaionp a record of the boat that ha$ 
been thought and done in aeietice up to that time. 

" Thu Britxqh Empire Exhibition Oomniittee unanimoijtly deairesi 
therefore^ in reporting ilm eonclusion of its work^ to ask the con* 
siduration of Iha DquucII a« to the desirability of atopa being taken 
with a vfew to the organisation of such a periodienj exhibitlun.^^ 

Thtf Guuueil^ in adopting the above report of the Wembley Oom* 
mitteep expre^^ their senao of tho great impurtance of ihii auggeo- 
tiouj and it may be ofiaumed that the Roynl Society would bo gUd 
to givo its co-operation for tbo fuitherBUcO of any such ficheme^ 
The Scieneo Mufoum seenui te be in ererj? way tJse appropriate centni 
for such periodical cxhlhiiSp dealing with recent dLHOTDriea and 
dovclopmcnta. 

We recommend that the Huy a I Commufsiuii ahould he uiiked to give 
careful consldomtion to the poedhility uf iJaHcfoaeing tbo education el 
tudueuco of the Soieitce Muoouni in theae twe ditootloiiq+ We have 
bod the Qppurtunity of cuDxnltation with tho Dinesstor, who inform^ 
na the! he helifv^ that pmvieioh could be made fur both by an addition 
to the annual grant to the Mureuni cf mhoai £1,500 per annum. 

3, Tiusamu or titr BorrA^ffCxL Oot,ljJCTIo^■ to fwaw, 

Wq have considered tho roconmtendatioiiq of the Botanical Works 
Gummittce <1901} for the irausfer to Kew of th* Butauicai CollDetiou 
of the Natuial History ^luaeunip from the point of view of its etfoct 
on the oonvenieno^ of researeh worken and studonts. Wo sugg€tit that 
the following consideretions be submitted to the Royal Commimiou. 

(a) Tho Nattiral Hiitory ^useuin iq at present tho National 
Muteum for aU the syatomatio Biological £eience«. It includes in 
additiun a tnineralogtcal coHectioa^ whiohp if pruequre for space 
should noeensitato the oeparato housing uf part of tho collection, 
Would pre^umablj c*ir]& lltxt under dijcussiiin for remeyal, leaving 
a still complete hiologleal colloetion. If further separation ehonld 
become neceesary, tbe natural course wouldi bo to move the botanical 


eoll&ction, aq-l Kow wcmld appear to be the iflort apprapriitfl plaf* 
for Ha rwaption. Till that Reoesaitj arwos, however, them Im macb 
to be said for pveKrving the eWactec of the preaeat MaiflOtEi ea 
a coin plate MuHeom of Natural History^ and not cbangiDg It ioto 
a Myaouni of Zoolog;^ alone, 

(b) yrom the point of view of the botaniit alone thore u somo 
adrantaeo in baTirti a berbarinm of recent planta m proximity 
to the collnetion of fo^il plflPto at ^uth Kensington p and another 
Ln proximity to the collection of lining plants at Kew* 

(e> From the point of view of wotkera in other biological scienc^^ 
thero 13 adraiitflge in having a herharinm of recent planLa avail¬ 
able for Imnieiiiate tjonsiiltation. In connoction with tho itudj of 
the inaecta anil other atiimals which feed en plantOp or are other-^ 
wiBO ossociAtod with them in bring nature, 

(d) It has been snggested to iih that the aiifitenco of two inda- 
pendent herbaria ii advantagwua as a security again^ irirepw-ftblo 
lofis bv fire. It appears to us that the argunjont might be used 
with ilmoEt Hjnal force as ft resaod for siidiiarly duplicating other 
parte of the collection in different places. In any eftflo^ fire-proof 
hoQving of dnplicute collectiona nt l^ew would appear to meet 
oi^ual^ well any Bp«i for Hnch preeantion+ 

{€) Wo arc informtfd Ehat thern is no practieBl p^ibility of 
fttnalgatnaiing the two coUectiouft, the methods of itKmnting adopted 
being so different that separato cases would bo required. No 
ocenDiny In the space required by the two collections wonid, thcre- 
foroj bo affected by the removal. 

Nona of thope ennsideratious appcnra to us ao strong an to ha\e doebiir& 
appeal by itself p or oven to weigh eersoiisEy against n strong reason tor 
transfer of the Kensington Herbarium to K-cw, ii sneh exi.^^ We are 
not aware of any scientific interest which would b# directly sort^ by 
such remoraL Qn tho other hand we are not conviaced that, with the 
present and future fftciliticn tor travelling the relAtivoly abort 
ihe rf-iuoval would cause a aerinM hindraiKa to research or study. The 
existence of the two collections has not been determjned by sciontLao 
necessity, but is the re-valt of historical oocjdetit. We boliovn that it 
has ravdiired, rather than hindered, wientific progreis, presumably at 
some additional cost of administration. We suggest^ toereforOj that 
the romovftl, which would obviously involro the building of o new 
Botanical Museum At Kew, should be conaidered chiefly in coun&ctton 
with the general necessity for iacroased aocommodation at South 
Kensington. 


^toSEUll or PHACTIOAt (iioiooT. 

We nr^ of the opinien that tho dose association of the Geological nnd 
SlineralogicAi PL|mrtmeiit« of the NatnrAl History Musoiim ^Eh the 
MuBOnm of Prsetical Geologyp which would bo brought al^ut by the 

fropM#d remoT^l of the Iflttef to Seuth Keniiitistoiij wtiuld be aoTan- 
cugeoua to «>tudcnta. Uoth (feologieftl poJleqtion*, htm-oiw, ere tfioenttei; 
they differ funaemcntally in seope Mil purpote, and cotisequontly in 


arreoj^oment. 

The pBjmoetologicel oolieetiem of the Natuml Uietory Museum are 
biologically arraitced so b» to illustrote the arolutmn of all forme of 
life on the globe. For example^ fossil fishes of all ages are placi^ in on* 
scriM. In the Museum of ProctiMil Geokfiy the foasila (winch are 
mainly British) are so grouped a* to shoir tbe form* of life existing 
in ami characteristic of each su«*saiTe geoiouical period, tho arrange 
ment therefore being stratigraphirai. Thus grouped the fos« i pr^ot 
the evidence on nhich geological map* of Britain are rounded and the 
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b^is ef th# i;;raupitig and of goologioa] strata gonei^ally. 

would b« diSouU for tbo studoat to find out from tho bioloeicnil^ 
arr&ngod colloctiqb tbe fatina charBctfiruitic of anj one ^oologtcfti forcQa- 
tEon, or to realiso from the otbor tho plaoo pcoupied by a apecim#!! in 
tbe proce^ of evolution. 

Tho ti&atofit approaob to au overlap oocuTi ib tlio minoralogical boo- 
tions of the two laiisounis; but hero agnia tho object of tite Natural 
History Musdoio ia to ahow types of niiaefals from nay part of tba 
world, and of tlMS JorTayn Street Museum maiuLy to show those obarac- 
teristic of the Hritiab geological fortuationa and rocks and ores of 
eroneinlo rvalue. There an*, bowcverj two points in this connection on 
wliich we dosire that the Royal Society ebodld giV'O ita epinion to the 
Royal C^mniission. 

(a) It k generally agreed that the existing oocouunodation of 
the Sealogica] Survey cnllectioji is inadequatOg ijitsafo and In orery 
way unworthy of its importance, 

^(b) The existing plana for its remorol to a ait* 1>Qtwoon the 
Natural History Museum and th# Scionoe Mujetim are attractive 
the opportunities which they seem to offerj of oOHoperAtiniQ 
with the mining soijtbn of the Skionoe Museum on tho eno hand, 
and the Falieontological and MizM>raiDgical Beotiom of the Natural 
History Musoqni on the- other. ^3*his Would seem a favourable aile 
for an institution which deals with every branch of applied Gwlogy- 
We would airongly urge, however^ that, In considering the deslr- 
nbirity of precneding with these plans, the Royal CommUsion iheuUi 
ha TO in view Iho effect of thus iiUing this site on tho possibilities 
far future necessary expansion oF the Natural History AfusetmL 

The Urgent necessity for re-houslng ths' Jermyn Street cnllectioji being 
admitted, and the iioeessityj at some future dato^ of moring the minora- 
IngTcal collection! from the Natural History Mnseum being for^eoDi^ we 
suggof^t that tho po&ibility of providing for both on some suitahlo aite 
might now be ccnaidered. 

Tfie Sfoufh jLtaUnptcn Bifeh 

We realiao that w'e are hero making recommondatiDns couesrnLng one 
item ouly of a much larger problem. We do not doubt that the Royal 
CommiHlon have in view tho desirability of carefully ifflurvoying the 
whole of the vacant land oti the South KorLftingtou alto, in order to 
ensurs that it is used to its optimum value from the point of view of 
future rcquiromonts. We would venture strongly to urgo that sbch 
a survey bo undertaken before any further part of Lbe site U definitely 
allotted. 


5. Ccn>aDi?fAno?f. 

On the question of co^rdinatiotit we aasume that the Commission 
have ia view mos^ures to promote oiMtrdlnated action between eiktlng 
AutnoritieSj and not tho constitution nf a new co-ordinating Atithority. 
We have no doubt tbat problems oontieriiing the divisiDn of functions 
among muKums will arise, and that some prevision for regular meet- 
mg? betwMn tbfl diferent ({gteniinj; hedies, onJ bdwoan the ndminis- 
trativo staffs of the different muscunts would bn valnaMi*. Wo sugsE^t 
however, that tho Royal Sccloty cannot lisefntly make specific suirncf^ 
t»n» wnwinmi!- a matter irhieh affeeta the admiairtratioo and control 
uf muKumi rather than their q^e for research. 



APPENDIX IL 

8 T 4 ITKWEKT ErOWZKO EbTIAIATSD EJEPKHI^ITIIBIC out or PAHLIAltVlPrAlY VOTKB AMD OhANTR 1M IKaPEOT OV BDO0ATfD|l DuUltfO 

(i) im-i^ (iO AKu cili) 


57 



(ft> Net okuirg« Altfif dedaotieii nr Toacilier* Pciuten ContHbiiliDi 
























































I 


appekdis lit. 


StATKHutT eaowTiitj th* iVTiiUT«i> BtrEUDtrusA out or PAnr.iAyiWTAEJ Tom vgn (i) 19a*M, (iQ ISIS-U aiwii (Hi) 1927-28 ott TO* Natiosal livtKOOa aho Ojxuicja. 






AttxJUimATtox, 









BUILD [Xtil. 






1 



1 























Cithar AllM SofTicy* i 
rBatovr IHaUnsnryt Pt^Uqir. 
Fwut ud Sttfri-fumaitlob 
ChnrvH, wt^K 

1 



















uiytug^^AMt qf jrgia^^ 
tJn JuHfttMliqak 




3 

□ BCM TCITALh 

1, Amomnw-tx^AiD. 

Mffr inarAi. 

l»rnTfmK- 


Total Staff. 

DUkrum. ▼*■■■■ BJiu 

Allow oncML 

Ottior Bip«Cam 




i^TElwiai^urv QL a 
(Mfillal Natun» ^ ' 

Maltttgtlafiin. BatwLT.. 

{*11011^ tiT^ 











tSOAA 

UIU44. 

IA]7-3a 

im-4. 



MM. 

IflS^R 

13Qf7'l& 

MwMt 

lill-lf. 

^ mi-n. 

lilCM. 

lltMl. 

■W»li 

1 IffS-L 

»ll4t 

a«7^. 1 

I UOI-L 


lMr-50L 

WH. 

ItlVlA 

i»T-aa. 

iiw-i 

1 mj-iL 

IKT-JA 

IW-L 

1 UU-lt, 

1 M?4 

ftrlHih MofTBin 

jiAlttrtU UiiAOT Humhied .. 

Tietarift and A fbvrt ACumuid 




A 


t 

A 

V 

1 

t 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

JE 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 £ 

£ 

£ 

1 £ 

£ 

£ 

* 

1 mm 

1 



m 

m 

i lift 

St 

Am 

m 

1 117 

¥M 

m 

ftBJ 

mjm 

amt 

OB BH 1 

njiA 

, mm 

lipAA 

' ^ 

I v»} 

39^ 

mist 

9JEIA 

ss 

IS 

; mm 

1 Xijan 

mM 

wo 

iwo 

30^ 

iCtm 

lajouQ 

iom 

‘is 


1 Hjm 

1 

TzjnO 


mm 



1 

sasAfl] 

mm 

t 

1I4» 

njLi* 

Lt»o 

MM 1 
AMl! 

Mj! 

£ 

mm 

£ 

BctftQM Atouttm 

DqthiHl amm Mama 

j U9 

» 


nuBfi 
' A,m 

tMlSl 

1 

! S(Km 

Am 


im 

1JW 

wo 


TJlflT 

m 

iim 


Mm 

vAm 

ium 

WJt 


imMt 


liUfB 

i •*( 

UAIMI 


oumI 

Ocbkitfial MtMUtt llfld 
HnjiNlf. 

UoHuiii^ CWurltiK 


M 

lU 


maw 

mm 

i5» 

WA 

aiiBi 

1 m 





, - i 

r i» 

Wil 

im 

tjmf 

MfW 


Mjm 

mm 


' - 

z 

■,«n^ 

AUU 

Mm 

aijTB^ 

^ 1 fia 

17^ 

1 If? 

IAJB9 

1 

^im 


3M 

fjunc 

— 

*■ 

— 


mt 

m 

Am 

\ IMl 

uum 

«w 

vm 

ijpaAt 

MM 

mm 

' «74a7 

m 1 

m 

■jho 

lOJfil 

fTJttl 

•vw 

PttbUc K«rgr4 .. 

KaUauJ aiJiftiT 

Nai^taU OA^ltnt a[ BrlU^ 
Art 

XmHrliJ War NnMam 
Wii1ltk« Cqilqrtloq 

Loadoa Mhmidiii 

m 

BA 

K 

It! 

m 

4A 

J» 

Mi,7m 

eLl(F7 

aiM 

1 3Uas 
i(tjwa 
' e.171 

iSm 

"JS 

BTD 

4JDA 

Xiaa 

m 

imA 

IJETI 

1 

£m 

IJGO 

mm 

uuiw 

xm 

f^cn 
![ W 

WO 
■ im 

Mil 

1 iJMil 

im 

UH4 

[ W4 
■W 

ii;««i 

im 

atV^ 

UMll 

|glW|l| 

um 

E)JIC 

_t 

im 


im 

mm 

lim 

fiUdt 

"m 

"si 

E» 

A4 

H 

_ 1 
IjD^ 


IXt37 

iua» 

iHI 

Utlll 

Im 

lai 

ffCI 

m 

— 

— 

m 

£ 

BTW 

— 


\ 

iS 

9M 

— 

A7(1 

1 - ' 

1 * 

tjm 

Viio 

341tt 


tM4I 

UDUU 

i 

"ki 


mi 

am 

im 

tan 

mm 

iwi 

am 

im 

m 

K«llqa»l BdmEL Qoltflry i. 

4A 


lU 

USI 

I.3W . 


In 

6A7 

Ml 


lia 

ijm 


— 

— 


um 


i 

UM 

' 

£» 

[ 7^01 

i 


im 


IVtliO. BntfUivd Mtd Wolv* 

t3Kt 

ijm 

um 

SHI» 

mm 





mjm 

fM» 

mm \ 

Mjm 

mm 

tw 1 

ilM 

iHm 

lauw 

M^hA 


tivjm 

aaMM 

, 1 

iajw 

[ Mm 

2MI47 

IKUE 1 

mm 

mm 

uii|.ltt 

tlqyAlSeoUlfcli Mqpim ^ 
Nadqakl OalLiTr* Birotlkvil x. 
Z^otiD^ BirirtnUt aA.ll«rr, 

■ « 

iti 

1» 

uw 

MW 

1U«I 

m 

m 

IW 

1 


ijm 

wo 


wi 

- ' 

1 



j lion 

1 

ywi 

iw 

%9jam- 

msm 

lUU 

■ 

“ 



xm 

»il3» " 









I 


BOD 

ICO 




f 







J 







i 

Bbolkuii. 

BqotAtefa Moivimi ol 

AntliialttaL 
ItMTd DAMittnam, 

Bquhu KdlqlmrT^ 
rifrUqEM Ubrwir. iac«(iAi»d 

r 

m 

tt 


4jai 


“ 

fa* 

MCj 


»» 

m 


— 


i — 

i 

M« 

ajus 


UM 

4^1 


1 11477 

iwi 

~ 

T-* 



I147T 

iajiaI 


1 1 

?i 

iw 



t,0EII 

1.BKI 

IDp 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 1 

1 

1 

1 1 

iw 1 

1 WtZ 


1330 1 

1 MB 

73« 



-T* 

im 

iim 


- 

** 


- 

— 

WJ 


“ 

mi 

- 

^ ; 

m 

- 

- 


- 

- 

701 ^ 


- , 

m 1 

- 

- 

7j3U . 

- 

- 

im 



UOI 

fqial. Fii?oiiAqd AT IT 

44) 


wa 


um 

ia.w 

1.LD0 

im 

JITM 1 


uow 

4JW 

— 


— 

fkili 

7J33 

itm* 

tjM> { 

B.H1 

' 1 

xm 

mjm 1 

iTJW 

- . 

- 

im 

xm 

«4n 

juBkm 1 

TMoZ, OMt Britikla .. 

Ijia 

tm 

wi 

«KL1i7 

MLlSt 

KSi^ 

Atun 

mm i 

lO^DIS 


j 

1 

Mm 


nun; 

mm 

111^ 

mxjm 1 


11.1© 

171.011 j 

biAjm 

mim ^ 

MiLBr 1 

luw 1 

Mm 

mm 

mm 

MlUTl 

UBiOU^ 


* pafdbifraiwtla 

I Exoludlar FmIaJ msA SlsIbHHUT Sorrlw-iiq Hfttm ftmUjihl*, 

I Bnlndkng (wH^ lilmmaa of Ipbalir^HuiBlxEn qf wlilrii mim oM imdllT 


t ExrtuiLLfif E^IbI liirTlM-ao Hpunle flirqm^vbllJil^Et. 

I KjfriPHpaimd SiiUiv nfiblUtili. 

T Ofiiii^iS'AU pM to Honfcfd Til fai MuqlMium Ui toilimiL 


IjvnrmmofC'r 


•Bfiiiiii MEwtiQaL 

HfMafT Miuicut. 
f i[?forlAaqd JUbitn U imud. 

fctKoAl UPMt Hni^qiiL 

UlteOlB W54 

^^'SUrTty, 

^bUls 

AfilLE 

Itiillaul (itikfy, 

OnUfllT Of Brllkhi 

t jmiTflMX 

ai»r1*tW*rl|(L__ 

Allfl4HP OqlUvUm, 
itadcm Mmww, 

M,H=liit iWl^t 

TittAL £:JiLiliD4 KBtl WaW 

IRpIaI Sciiiilllja; M4IWH. 

dftll«y„ KeoUitAtXr 

HAtlawd 

fwMDdi. 

Otnilisfa Miatnin qf 

IIdui^ WlAbEtHfaH 
ICnlif^Ui] lilbmiTABvqtUaiL 

TatKt, fioa|lui4* 

Tma^UmAUiimjk^ 
























































































































































59 


APPKXDIX IV* 


AtTS34DA:NC^ at TM* NAT10^-AL anii Gaixbiliek Lo!?dom 4SU 

A?(S] AT Tlf£ ROTAI. UqTA.VIC CtARDEJ^B^ KeW^ toe 1^27i 

London, 


British Mukujii— BJoomAbury ... 

... 


I,lo4p56e 


British NAturnl HifWry 


-.T. 

5130,dia 


Victoria mid Albeit 


... 



ycieljce 

rn-rm 

..k 

709,165 


BabliiiKl Grijoii Mujeuin **. 

H 

+ + » 



Natian&l {julierj- 

■ ■ ■ 

... 

Totjpioe 


NationAl Gallery af Britieih Art (Tate) 

P + * 

4Mp^U7 


London Museum , 4 . 

... 


276,525 


lm|ierial War Museuio 

.. i 

... 

230p851 


Mational Portrait Gallery 



105,335 


WuUbc* Colloctiau ,,, 

_ 

. .-k 

le3p02o 


Geologienl Mumuiti 

+■■ ■• 

. >.41 

20,968 


Tatu] ... 

i fe» 



5.ars,e70 

Edm&uri^A. 





Bayal St'ottish Muscutu 


.L. 

179JS5 


National Gillery <Scotlacid) 

... 

... 

S«,27l 


National Portrait Gallery (Stsotlaud) 


) 

42,iea 


j^ottUh Muslim of Antiquities 


... \ 


NatiotLol Library (Scotland) 

... 




Total ... 




624,203 

Zfoyul Bofanic GurdetiA, Krw 

... 



1.078,068 

Grand Total ..^ 




7p580,05l 
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APPENDIX V. 


Receiptf from Admuaipn Lti thn cua of those NmtionKl lnttitslipnA 
vfaere tn«)j mrs Xu tb# wt of the ImtitiitioBs oot giTen b&lowp 

iidmififiio& ia free. 


- — 

l!>25-2fi. 

im-27Aj 

1927a 

Total. 

Natidnai. Gallcrt ASsd Nat^O^AL 
GaipLxhy or Bhitibu Akt 

(Tat*). 

ThuoidAys snd Fridft 3 ra, 

£ 

^2,644 

£ 

%7m 

£ 1 

2,630 

£ 

8,002 

NATiD!fA[y Portrait GallerTa 
T htiradAjA lod Fridejs^ 

33S 

327 

320 

086 

Wallace CoLLEcrrto^ip 

TuesdAjA ind FridsySf Gdn 

fi!8 

471 

310 

1,499 

Kkw OAEPESa. 

Tuesdn.TA snd Frids^a, 

Other dnye, Id. 

L03rtM}?4 MdSEOf. 

TuMdsyR, It. 

WedoeildaTs mod ThnradAy&p Cd,*.* 

1 5,712 
Average 

1 9ei 

6tTll2 I 

1919-26 { 

917 

6J12 

933 

20,133 

102I-2S). 

2,013 

NaTIOKAL GaLLRRT ^SCOTLAyo). 
ThuradAyn and Fndsyi (except 
jAOQAry), G(f. 

10& 

103 

105 

313 

Toil] AAA 

11,218 

11^240 

11^2 

35,760 
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INDEX, 


(Nufinlieri r^/er to jwar^i^rapAf,) 


Admission: 

t^lpia from, 19^S6» S.£^3d-ST^ 
1927, App. V (p. 60). 

Froe, in at musatiiui, oto., 2 ^^. 

A^btiip HfH.H, Phiic«p work of, in coii- 
ii«ctioii with dj&v^lopmenfc of 
KntionnI ima^umj ftod eii!|]Drio4p 
27. 

Alax«nderp W. H., towards 

of Nat ion fit Portrnit Galkrjp IS. 

Angarsttirl cDlfoctian, porchose for thf 
nGitioii, lO-. 

Attendances^ 19S7, Btatktiat, BO, App. 
IV {p. S9>, 

Deaumontr Sif Georgop gift to NationoE 
GaUory, 10. 

Bethnal Grtin Museym: 

Attondatices, 1^, App. IV (p, 69). 

Expenditure cut of Farliftmentarv 
Votes, ISOS^, I913-14p 1027-2S, 

analysiB of, App. (II (p, 58)* 

Origin of, 14. 

British Musiiuifn: 

A-coQiutuc^ntioCp net qnpitnl cost of 
requirotcenUp B&* 

Attandnneoa, 1927, App. IV (p. 69), 

Copyright Acts: 

Cbaugo of practice re, qaoition of, 

39p 

Effect of, 62. 

Ethnography, Xlopartinoat of, coinges- 
tien, 62. 

Expenditure out of Fitrlianieiitary 
Votes, anfilyals of, 1906^4, 1913-14, 
find 11^7-^23, App. Ill Ip. 53). 

Library i 

AocotemodatioD, nnturo of, and i&- 
adequficy, .T2- 

Attendances, statistics, 3^ note. 

N'ovspfiper Pepartment^ lemot^al to 
Hendon, coiLiidemtiuni in connec- 
tion with, and Tocommoudfitton, 
32. 

Eeconstriiction achoDie^ 33. 

Origin of, 5. 

PriTfito gifts and purehos! grant, 
value of, 61. 

British Museum et Natural Hiatery, 

Naturaf Hi^tofy Museum. 


Co-ordinatiorlt under Nation ill 

Museums and Galleries. 

Cottortian collection, G. 

Duveen, Sir Joseph, gilte to Tate Gal¬ 
lery, 16. 

EducationT estimated expenditure out of 
Parliamentary Votes and Grants 
in respect of, during 19064, 1913- 
14 and 1927^28, App. II (p. b?). 

Educational facilities: ^ 

Expausiou of. to meet the groiii:!! m 
population, 59. 

Volue of Kationfil Mnseuma and 
gfllkHaS:L 30. 

Empira Maeketlng grant to 

Kfiturfil Hietory Sluaeum, 63. 

Erskina bequest^ Nfitioiml Gallury of 
Scotland, 23. 

Exhibition of 1851, 11 , 2i^. 

Findliyi J- R^j gift towards building and 

endowment of Scottish Natioufil 
Portrait Gallo 

Geological Museum and Survey, owpendl- 
tnro out of Parliamentary Votest 
1003-4, 1913*14, 1027-26, analyeis 
of, App* 111 (P~ SS). 

Geology, Practical^ Museum of: 

Afflrommodatioii : 

Oaudiiioa, 34* 
iDuduquacy of* 34. 

Attendancofi: 

\9S1, Alip. IV (p. 

Eoductiou, 34. 

Origin of* 3. 

Orerlapping with NfitnraJ History 
Mnsoum, 7, 

Humoral to South Konaington ■ 

Advantfig^ to he dcrired, Foi/of 
S0m€iy App* 1 <p. SS-fi). 

Schama, 34,. 69. 

Scope of, 3- 

Grfiist, Sir Alexandef* gift to National 
Libratw of SoO'tlfiiid, 20, 31, Si, 
(4) (6)- 

Harleian Collecliortp 10- 
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IniperiAl War Mustums 
ALLendaocsa^ 1927, App. IV fp. 59), 
Exponditura out of P^rliamontiLry 
Votes, 19&W, 1013-14, 1927-2S. 

analysis of, App. Ill (p, 5&J. 
Ori^sia of, 1&, 

Industry, ralyo of national mu&DUins to, 
30, 34. 

Kbw, Royal Botanic Gardener 
Admiasion fc«s, and receipts from, 
1025^26, lOSe-27, 1S27, App, V 

p . 60) . 

AttoJidmctH, IE^7, 30, Koto, App. IV 
(p* 5®>. 

Expoodituro out of Parliamontary 
Votes, 1903^, 1913^14, 1027-^, 

analysis of, App. Ill (p. 50). 
Origin of, 9. 

OTorl&ppin^ with Natural History^ 
Afiisoun^., 7. 

Hotnov^al of botanioal coUt^tlona from 
Natural History Museum to, con* 
lidoratiorts rt^ i^opul ^ockfi/, App 
I (p. 54-0). 

Scopa^ compariaon with Natural His^ 

fcory Sfui^Ufiij 9. 

Loans : 

Abroad, pTobloin, 4L 
to Pfovificial Mufioums, inadeijuotc 
machiiiory for, 41. 

London Mtiseumi 

Admisaiou foes sad roeoipta from, 

192M6, ie£6.27, 1927, App. V 
fp. eO). * t'i' 

Attenannees, ]Q27, App. IV (p, 59), 
Expend ituro out of Porliameutarv 
Votes, 19034, 1913-14, 1927-29^ 

aonlysis of, App, HI (p. 50)^ 
OriRin of, 17. 

National Art-CoHections Fund, 3l. 
NatioriHl Collections, range, roj-ioty and 
vnlu* of, 4, 30, 31, 40. 

National Gal Eery i 

Admission foes sud rotoiphs from, 
1025-20, 1930-27, 1997, App> V 
(p- my. 

Attoudauces, 1927, App, IV (p. 59). 
Expenditaro ont of Parliainenttiry 
Votes, 1903-4, 1913-14, 1927.98, 

onalyau of^ App. Ill {p. m). 
Origin of, 19, 

National Gallery of British Art, aec Tati 
Galltry. 

National Galfery, Scotland: 

Adnibiaicin fees oud iweipts from, 
1925-26, 1920.27, 1927, App, V 

(F- 60>. 

AttendanooE, 1927^^ App, TV (p. 59). 
Expenditure out of Pari i amen tary 
Votfli, 19034, 1913.14, 1027-2?, 

BUalysU of, App. HI {p. 50>* i 
C^Stin of, 23r 


National Library of Scotland: 
AocotnmcHlBit io n: 

not CopLtol Dost of roquiromeuLs, 

,1S. 

Ot^DO of WorlEjj scheme, 37 {5}, 
on Sito of Sheriff Churt Mouse, 
scheme, 57 (4) (5) {6|+ 
L'nsfuitohility and inadequacy, 37. 
Attendances^ 1927, App, IV (p. 59). 
ConnectLon with Foculty of AdTomias, 

37(1)H)* 

Expenditoro out of Parliamentary 
Voteii, 1903-4, 1913-14, 19a?-23, 

analysis of App. Ill (pi. 50)> 
Grants Sir Aloxandorj gift, 20, 31, 37 
(4) {0>* 

Origlo oud development, 20. 


National Museums and Galleries: 
Building requimroeota, 39^ 40. 
Concerted reprefentations frotu^ IacIe 
of, 41. 


Co-ordinatioD between: 

I^k of, 41. 

provision, would bo ralunblo, BoyoJ 
rfSocfelVj App. 1 (p. 56). 

Coat of, 3Dr 

Dorelopcuent of, during Victorian 
Period, 2<t-7. 

HevotopMont not In proportion to 
growth of population and ednea- 
tioual DOeda, 28-31, 40. 

estimated Expend itu re out of Parlii^ 
mentorv Votes for 19034, 1913-14 
and 1927-29, App. Ill (p. 53). 

Immcdinte needs, 31-9. 

Origin of, 5-25. , ^ 

Orerhipping, need for cloarer defini¬ 
tion of functions of different 
mu^onts, 4ld 

Private gifts, 3140. 

TTrgcnt reqnirordentflp 32-3, 40. 

HtilitT of. 30. 


National Portrait Gallery! 

Acoommodation: 

net Capital cost of requiremoiits, 59. 

Extension, schemej 35. 

Inadequacy of* 35^ 

Adxaiasion fees and feeeipta from, 
i9S5^e, i®a^2r, iter, App- 
(p* «))■ 

Att«n^iic«A, 1927, App, IV (p, 6®)- 

Kxppnditurc out of fftriioment^v 
Votes, 11XKM, 1013-14, 1027-29, 

uualygis of, App, HI (p. fiB>- 

Origin of, 15, 

Temporary exbibition^j 
35. 


National Portrait GaHiry, Scotland: 
Attendances, 1927, App. TV (p. S9)- 
Expenditure out of ParUament^y 
VoUm, 1M0-4, 1013-14, 1927-39, 

analyflis of, App. TTI (P- 

OrlEin ofp 24. 
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Nati/r*l Kifttfrry Museum: 

AtKSommodation i 

net Capitol at requiremontJi. 39- 
■* ExtensiaUf schamo fnr, 33. 

OvercrawdinR, 33. 

Attendancesr 15^7* App. IV {p, 69). 

BatfiTsical aaltection&p rcmoTAl Iq Kow^ 
CQniideriilion!i Royal Society, 
App. i (p. 64-5)^ 

Batonyp Department o(, a&opOp «in- 
pflriHou with Royal Botanic Gaf- 
deiWt 9. 

Bntorooiogical DepartTuentp iuercajsed 
aoeommodat ion p nood for, onrt 
Kheme, 33. 

Eapctiditure out of Parliamentary' 
Vom, 1903-4 p 1913-14, 1927-^, 
nnalyau of, App. Ill (p, B3). 
FunotiouBp Roifoi Soci^iv, App. 1 
(p. 52>. 

Geo!oi^, Dopartniont of, inaoeqnacy 
of aMomniiOidatioTi and achome For 
ajsieaaiorL, 33 {3). 

Goolo^icnl and Hineralogical Depart¬ 
ments, compfirison with SIoMium 
pf Prncfcieal Gi.*oli^v, JFoiroi 
Soti^tu App. T (pp. 

Object off 7. 

Orifapn of, 7 p 

OrprlnnpinjS witli other MuseumSp ofco.+ 

RMcaTch faciliticSi memoranduin by 
Royal SoeiotTp App. I, pp. 

Whale aooommodtttion, new, scheme. 
33. 

Ovtrlapprritt under Natiwial Miiwums 
and OaUerlet. 


***E!(F*nnsUsii of educAtionul fucilHi** to 

meetp 29- 
Growth off 


Public necorri Officer 
HTpeuditum nnt of 

VoteSf 1913-14, 

anBlyai>9 App. Ill fp. 
Ori^o of, lt>. 


necord Dipw-tiTunt, Il*(;ister Houw. 
Edinburjih. exponditure »**t 
Parliamentary VdteSp 19034, 

14^ 1927-20, analysis of App. 1*1 

(p. 601- 


ftegi&tflr Houses ori^lin of, 25. 

Reuarch facilities, memorandum by 
Royal Societyp App. I (pi IS34i>. 

Royal Society, Moinorandum* App- I 
Cp. 53-S). 

Royal Scottish Museum: 

Acooramodation : 

net Capita! cost of reqoirem&ntip 39. 
Office of WoriB scheme, rocommend.1- 
tionj JS- 


Heyal Scottish Musoum—cent. 

Attemlancee, 1927, App^ IV (p. 69). 
Haponditnto out of Parliamentary 
Votes, 19034, 1913-14, 1937-23, 

analysis of, App. HI (p^ 53). 

Firot dan per of, 30. 

QrlKin of, £2: 

Saltinf, G serge p b^iue^t far Victoria and 
Albert Mnsoiini, 11. 

Science MuMum: 

Accommodation j 

net Cnpital coat of roquiromente, 39. 
Improvement rocommendod, 

App. I (p. 53). 

Attendanc<jsii 
1927, App. IV (p. 59). 

Increase duo to opening of n-cw win^j 

12 . 

Conferonoe Room, completion recom¬ 
mended, 30. 

Developmentp BcJiomo of Departmental 
Committee, LS* 36. 

Educational value, propoanls for im¬ 
provement of^ RoiPiJ iSocirfyt App. 

I (p. 534). 

Eipondituro out of Parliamentary 
Votes, 19934, 1913-14, 1927-28, 

analysis of, App- III (.p- 5SV 
Functbns, Jtoyal Sodefj^, App. I 

(p. 62). 

Origin of, and dovelopmeot. 12- 

Soottiih Museum of Antinuities: 
Altendancesp 1927, App. IV (p. 69). 

EKpendituro out of Parliajii^ntary 

Votes 19034, 1913^14, 1927-28. 

analyaifc of App* III (P- 50)- 
Origin of, 21- 

SNffipshanks beouest, Tato Oallery» ^5. 

Sloau Collection, 16. 

South Kensington %\Ul 

History of developmoul of, 27. 

Survey of, advocated, Bcml Society 
App. 1 fp- 5S). 

TiU Gallery: 

Admii^ion fees and reeespte fro*, 
1^28, 1929-27, J927, App^ V 

(p. 69). 

AtLendaneew, 1927, App. IV (p, 59). 
EKpondituro out of ParUamentarv 
Vot^. 19034, 1913-14, 1927-28. 

analyeia of, App. HI (P- 50). 
toaas nhroai, e^oEsive restriLiicm, 41. 
Origin of, 15, 






VlEtoria and Albert Muivum: 
Attendanceft, 19t27p App. IV {p> 58). 
B^pcnditiire exit of PaFUaHieiitAry 
Vot«, 1003^* 

of, App- Ill (p. 58). 
Origin of^ It. 

PriTBto gifta and puroha&o grant, 

ralne of^ 31. 


Wallact Coltiction: I 

Admiaaian f«os and rtc«ipta 

1^36, 1826-37, 1827, App, V 

(p. eo). ^ 

Att0ndn]:ii:o4, 1837^ App*- tV ^p, 66), \ 

E^panditturo out of ' ParliundnUir^ j 

Vot«, 19(>3-1, 1013-14,' 1887-Sa> \ 

uiaJyais of, App. Ill (p. 68^. 
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